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| Parents and M ert of Families. 
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Ir is a ſubje& of the moſt melancholy nature to 
contemplate that awful period, when thoſe parents 
and maſters of families ſhall be ſummoned before 
God's exalted tribunal, who have neglected to cul- 
tivate the morals of their children, ſervants and 
domeſtics, and to inſtil religious principles into their 
minds; who have not taken every poſſible care, and 
have not uſed all proper means, to inſtruct them in 
the way of ſalvation; to convince them of the worth 
of their ſouls, of their dangerous ſituation whilſt here 
on earth, of the reality of inviſible © and their 
near approach to them. | 


* 


ä Azz 


7+ 


| ( 2 ) 
| Az you, who are the 4 of this addreſs, truly 
perſuaded, that the blood of thoſe who are committed 
by Providence to your care and juriſdiction, ſhall be 
required at your hands, if they ſhould Periſh throu gh 
your neglect or bad example P Remember the apoſtolic 
injunction, Epheſ. vi. 4. Ye fathers, bring up your chil- | 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. And if 
fins of omiſſion are in their nature ſo heinous, how 
- enormous muſt ſins of confuſion appear ? What muſt 
then become of thoſe who connive at the faults com- 
mitted by their children and families ; „ and who, by 
their own imprudent conduct, tempt them to—and 
encourage them in—ſin and luſt, pride and prodiga- 
lity ? What poignant grief muſt ſuch perſons ſuſtain, 
when they come to refle& that a ſoul is conſigned to 
eternal woe, through their inadvertency and negleR ? 
Yea, and what additional and aggrayated miſery : muſt 
| | . it be to participate of the ſame torments, when the 
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. nn OY 
3 — 8 


preſence of thole, to whoſe ruin they have been 
| | acceſſary, mall enhance their own * Alas! What f im- 
il Precations and curſes muſt, reciprocally, enſue ? Oh! 
if | have pity upon your own | ; 0 "have compaſſion - | 
- upon Tour Une Meſh and blood! 0 


6 - 18. * * 
* 5 
CBI ²˙ ona 


* * 


K are not, ſurely, inſuſceptible of i impreſſion, nor 
incapable of recollection. 1 you were but to ſee a child, | 
= | _ afriend, or a ſervant fainting away, or falling down i in 
1 2 ſwoon, the feelings of humanity would | promp pt you 


to adminiſter to his. relief Should his houſe be bn 


Fire, and his life in N you Ws readily en- 
dcavour 


q 3 + 
desemur to alarm him, if adeep; 4 and aſſiſt to quench, 
the flames, and to ſave his property And do you: - 
believe what the Scripture affirms, The © inthe ſhall 80 
into hell; and will you not endeavour to aſſiſt the 
weak, to inſtruct the ignorant, to alarm ſleepy fin- 
* and to reſcue the WES: e fire 7. 


1 this akin more precious than the ſoul P is time : 
more eſtimable than eternity? Conſider well the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of time, the value of ſouls, 
the terrors of hell, and the joys of Heaven. Con- 
ſider, that the great adverſary of mankind, the Devil 
and his agents are buſy, conſtantly ſuggeſting im- 
pious ideas; and by the help of his allies, the world 
and the fleſh, this grand accuſer and deceiyer i is con- 

tinually inſinuating various temptations to entice and 
allure us ta ſin. Let charity and humanity, therefore, 
excite your pity; if Chriſtianity cannot engage your 
love to and concern for e enn. ib Bak 
en MBER Our en e Matt. iv. 4. 
Man ſhall not live by bread. alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the moutſi f Cod. Your children 
and families have not only their bodies to be ſuſtained 
and taken care of; which, in ſpite of every ex-- 
pedient muſt, in common with the beaſt that periſh, 
return into duſt; but they have ſouls alſo to be pro- 
vided for, ſouls that muſt exiſt through all eternity! 
conſequently man, as a rational and immortal being, . 
"NE not W bree ſth and ſo n cots for < 


: « 4 $a, | 
ihe meat Lak periſteth, as for that meat which enduret 
unto everlaſting 0 * John vi. 27. ä 


a * 


Tux law of Moſes ſolemnly inculcates the duty 
here enjoined: Theſe words which J command thee this 
day, fhall be in thine heart, ſaith the Lord. And thou 
faalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and fhalt talk 
of them when thou f tteft in thine houſe, and when thou 

_ walkeſt by the way, and rohen thou lieft down, and when 
thou riſeſt up. Deut. vi. 6, 7. Hence the wiſe man's 
advice, Train up a child in the way he ſhould go; and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. Prov. xxii. 6. 

? Hence Joſhua's laudable reſolution, As for me and 

1 my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. Joſhua xxiv. 13. 
Hence alſo the pertinent advice of the ſon of Sirach, 
Haſt thou children? Inſtruct them, and bow down ther 
neck from thetr youth, Eccluſ. vii. 23. For this prudent - 
conduct, the Lord publicly applauded the patriarch 
Abraham, ſaying, Gen. xviii. 19. J know kim (Abra- + 
ham), that he will command his children, and his houfhola 
after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to | 

do juſtice and judgment that the Lord may bring upon 

Abraham that which he hath ſpoken of him. And does it 
not concern, or is it not the obligation and intereſt of, 
parents and maſters of families in our days, to attend 

to this neceſſary duty, as much as in that age in which 

the father of the faithful lived? 
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Tux blefling of the God of Abraham ſhall moſt 
aſſuredly reſt upon, and attend thoſe families who 
hive 


2 ere 
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« 5 9 . 
live in the fear of the Lord; - as is curſe and male- 
diction will, ſooner or later, inevitably fall upon and 
e the Howe of the wicked, F iii. 25 „ 
Cava vgs » iht e 45 base concerns bs the ks and 
eternity are of the greateſt importance. and of the moſt 
ſublime conſequence, they require our peculiar regard, 
28 eres our moſt ſerinus attention. 
- Tum « . the day . nor can 15 
heart and affections be naturally diſpoſed to acquire 
moral and religious habits, any more than a rude ſpot 
of earth may be expefted. ſpontaneouſiy to produce 
genuine grain, without attention, labor, and culture. 
Having therefore carefully cultivated the ſoil, em- 
brace the favorable ſeaſon of ſowing your ſeed: 
Eccleſ. xi. 6. When ſown, let it be narrowly 
watched and inſpetted, till the fruit of your induſtry, 
by the bleſſings of Heaven, begins to appear; and 
when the tender blade ſhoots forth, let it be dili- 
gently cleared and preſerved from thoſe baneful weeds 
with which the ſoil is naturally impregnated; as well 
as from ſuch noxious tares as the ſubtle AbvsRkSARY 
might have imperceptibly ſcattered among the good 
grain, When your laudable application is crowned 
with. ſucceſs, and the fruits of your labor are brought 
forth to maturity; your names ſhall be eternized in 
the illuſtrious archives of Heaven, as fucceeding gene- 
rations will have reaſon. to bleſs "ON both in time 
and i in eternity. 
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| 1 ) 
tis dying men, but immortal beings, deliberately 


, peruſe and ſolemnly. apply the following Articles, 


with their ſubſequent contemplations; and I truſt 
that you will experience ſome ſpiritual advantage in 
endeavouring to make your children and ſervants ſo 


far acquainted with theſe heads, as to treaſure them 


up in their memory. In order to recommend and en- 
force the ſolemn truths they contain, at proper in- 
tervals read, or cauſe the following Contemplations 


to be read to or by them, with ſuch reverence and 


ſolemnity as the ſubje& requires, by way of expla- 
nation. And, in ſo neceſſary and laudable an em- 
ployment, I wiſh you and them good ſucceſs in the 
name of the Lord, | 


I BELIEVE there is a God; who made, preſerves 
and maintains me;* in whom I live, and move, and 
have my being: who hath given a law, by which I 


am to be governed here, and ſhall be judged here- 


after. I am therefore not at liberty to live and do 
as I pleaſe; but am in duty bound to know, obey, 
love, worſhip and glorify him, who is my greateſt 


180 friend and conſtant benefactor; and who is willing 
to make me eternally happy. 


TE 
Adds xvii. 28. See Church Catechiſm: Duty towards Cod. 


1 20 
Tar CONTEMPLATION, 


NO perſon endowed with reaſon, or that i is a 
of reflection, can deny the exiſtence of a ſupreme 
Being: for the ſymmetry, the order and regulation of 
every object we behold through the whole œcoOmy 
of nature, even from the moſt contemptible inſe& to 
that noble ſtructure man, at once diſplays his inimi- 
table ſkill, and proves his omnipotent power, as well 
as his infinite wiſdom. And if we ſoar above this 
terraqueous globe, we ſhall be conſtrained, with the 
_ contemplative Pſalmiſt, to own that the heavens declare 
the glory of God, and that the firmament ſheweth his handy- 
work: that there is neither ſpeech nor language, but 
where the exalted heralds, in their reſpective orbs, 
have, as with one mouth, proclaimed their great 
Creator's praiſe, and celebrated his wonderful at- 
chievements. The veſtiges of the Deity may be evi- 

dently traced in every page of the admirable and the 
immenſe volume of Nature, where, as Dr. YounG 
bſerved, © We meet the Deity in every view.“ 
ut if we advert to that of revelation, we ſhall find 
that God is a Being of incomprehenſible greatneſs and 
majeſty, of tranſcendent holineſs and purity, of in- 
finite perfections and moſt glorious excellencies.— 
That he is an object moſt worthy of our love and 
veneration; moſt willing and able to reward us for 
our fidelity and obedience, And as ſuch, our affec- 
tions ſhould be ſupremely fixed upon him, as we 
would 
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($8) - 
would wiſh to conſult our preſent peace, and ſecure 
our future-happinels, - Sincerity is the life and power 
of godlineſs, as well as of real friendſhip ; every 


thought, word and action, that has any reference to 
God and godlineſs, muſt therefore be ſolemn and ſin- 
cere, ere it can be accepted by him {a) 4 who tries the 

heart and the TEINS 3 and who cannot be deceived, nor 


r 


* 


WnATEVZR d that N may make, 
who cares not how ſeldom or how little his thoughts 
and his tongue are engaged i in his duty to his Maker ; 


ho has no delight in his ſervice, and no zeal for his 
| honor and glory, it cannot be ſuppoſed that vis heart 


is right towards God, 'or that he can have any love 
or veneration for the divine Author of his being. 
That which engages our affections ſupremely, is be- 
come our idol, or our God; _ conſequently, if we do 


not love and delight in the true God above. all things, 


we do not revere him as God. We are always | care- 
ful to pleaſe, and cautious not to offend the  obje&t we 
ſupremely love and eſteem ; we frequently think of 
that object, and are induced cheerfully to conform 
to what may contribute to his pleaſure or ſatisfaction, 
and are alſo diſpoſed to make his will and word the | 
rule of our practice. If God is become, as he ought 
to be, the ſupreme object of our love and affeQions, 
the thoughts of our being approved by him, and of 
being introduced to his preſence (þ) where is fulneſs of 


Joy 


(a) Pſalm vii. 9, (5) Pſalm xvi. 11. 


1 


Joy, muſt. be moſt 1 and ſatisfactory to our 
mind; yea, much more deſirable than the pleaſures, : 
riches, and honors of this life, If we love God, as 
we are required, (e) with all our hearts, we ſhall en- 
deavour to promote his honor and glory; we ſhall ar- 
dently wiſh and long for the, reformation of man- 
kind, and the proſperity of the church. We ſhall 
heartily pray that the venerable name of God may be 
hallowed, that his ſpiritual kingdom may be eſtabliſhed 
in the hearts of mortals, and its dominion extended 
over all the earth; that (d) God's will __ be done on 
earth, as it is in Heaven. | 


| Haw can that perſon ſay he loves God, oo de- 
lights in Mammon? or whoſe attachment to thoſe 
vain idols of the world, honor, profit and pleaſure, 
is more prevalent than to the Holy one of Iſrael? If 


ſuch an one would but attend to the remonſtrances 


of his conſcience, that faithful monitor would con- 
vince him, that the world has greater influence over 
his heart than God and Heaven ; as it is evident that 
his thoughts and affections are more intenſely ſet upon 
ſecular concerns and ſenſual enjoyments, than upon 
thoſe which are n and celeſtial. 


Mos men Tg wha it is to love and eſteem an 
earthly friend, the riches and the pleaſures of this life; 
but few there are, comparatively, who can ſay from 
ſo good experience, what it is to love God; the 
| | fountain 
60 Luke x. . N Ot) Matt, vi. 10. 
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take heed, Jeſt the curſe denounced in Scripture, 


( 10 ) 7 
ſountain of every bleſſing, the ſource of every Joy. 
But as God is more peculiarly honored or diſhonored 
by us, when we are engaged in the duty of public 
worſhip, our love and reverence to the divine object 
of our adoration ſhould then, more eſpecially, engage 
our affections, and influence our conduct. Our 
minds ſhould now, with ſolemn efficacy, repreſent 
unto us the omnipreſence and omniſcience of the 
Lord God of Hoſts; that (e) all things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of Him, with whom we have to do. 
That he who i is conſtantly about our bed and our path, 
and who ſpies out all our ways, knows every (F) word 
we utter with our tongue, as well as every thought | 
which may be conceived or entertained in 'our heart. 
That our adorable Redeemer, according to his pro- 
miſe, is preſent (s) where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in his name. That the Holy Spirit is ready to 
aſſiſt and quicken the devout worſhipper; who 
grieves at the conduct of the phariſaic diſſembler, 
the careleſs and ſupine. That the holy Angels are 
pectators, and guardians to the pious : yea, thatSatan, 
the great deceiver, now uſes all his art and ſophiſtry 
to tempt, entice and allure the ſoul. As we muſt 
ſoon appear before the Judgment feat of Chrift, let us 


18 


againſt him that doth (4) the work of the Lord deceitfully, 
may prove an aggravation to our fins.” May we, 
therefore, diligently: « endeavour to 0 ſerve God accep- 


tably, 7 


14 7 


(ec) Hep; iv. 1. Y Pfalm CXXXiX. 4z &c. 
@! Matt, xv}. 20. (A) Jer. alvili, 10. G& Heb. xii. 28. 


J 


(14 C | 

tably, with reverence and godly 72 ; "ec though he 
will prove as a conſuming fire to the profligate and the 
vain, is a bountiful (i) rewarder of them that diligently 

oy" honor, love and obey ham. 

(A) Heb. xi. 6. 


5 bon —_ +£ ©: Z 
ARTICLE WL 


15 BELIEVE mat man, being * created pr the 
image of God, was at firſt made holy and happy; : 
but by his diſobedience to the peremptory command 
| of his Creator, he became ſinful and miſerable; and 
that whilſt fin dwells i in his heart, or defiles his life, 
it renders him hateful to, and guilty before God : 
conſequently, if I die in a ſtate of ſin and guilt, 


1 muſt periſh, and become miſerable for ever. 
* Gen. „ 


Tun CONTEMPLATION. * 


SIN, being ã (a) knen, of the law, rendes the 
tranſgreſſor guilty ; and a conſciouſneſs of fin creates 
. ſhame, and conſtitutes miſery. When ſin, therefore, 
hath dominion over the ſoul, it muſt inevitably prove 
its ruin; for the (6) wages of fin is death. What tre- 
mendous ſituation, then, muſt every guilty, impenitent 
finner remain in? If he would but look within him, 
(a) 1 : John iii. 4. (5) Rom. vi. 23. ay 
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| he ſhould find his conſcience regiſtering all his ſins, 
which, by thought, word, or deed he has committed 


againſt the divine Majeſty : and who can expreſs the 
terrible ſituation of that rebellious creature, whoſe 
omnipotent Creator is become his avowed adverſary ? 
If he looks downward, there is death ready to appre- 
hend the frail body, and hell gaping for the poor, 
neglected, trembling ſoul; which even now hangs, 
by the ſlender thread of life, over the horrid gulph, 

out of which there can be no deliverance ! Before 
him various ſnares are exquiſitely laid, and innume- 
rable temptations moſt artfully formed, by the great 
Deceiver of mankind, in order to entice and cap- 
tivate the ſoul, Behind him, a ſtupendous aggregation 
of unpardoned fins preſents itſelf ; one of which is 
ſufficient to condemn and ſink the ſoul into the abyſs 
of everlaſting woe, On the one hand, the hoarded 


. treaſures of unſanctified wealth, are converted into 
an immenſe catalogue of curſes! and on the other, 


unavoidable miſeries, diſeaſes, and dangers are, every 
moment, ready to arreſt the mortal frame. Alarm- 
ing ſituation! But how can it be otherwiſe with a 
ſoul, that, having loſt the divine image, is become 
(c) earthly, ſenſual and devilifh ; not only the object of 
God's diſpleaſure, but of his (d) deteſtation alſo? _ 
Sin having (e) entered into the world, and death by 

fin, conſequently, all mankind are () become 


guily and odious i in the ſight of a an holy and a juſt 


— God; 
(e) James iii. 15. (4 Zach. xi. 8. (e) Rom. v. 12. 
| 7 [/) Rom. iii. 19. | 


| God; and are alſo become ſubject to all the miſeries, 


() calamities and diſaſters, incident to human nature, 


in this life; and, at laſt, to death itſelf, according to 
the divine (idenunciation. Vea, and having diſſemi- 
nated its corrupt ſeed into our mortal conſtitution, 
the aſſailant fin hath not only made us ſubje& to 


(i) natural, but to (i) ſpiritual and (I) eternal death, 
(8) Job v. * Lam. ili 99. 1 (4) Gen. iii. 19. 


(5) Heb. ix. 27. Gen. ii. 179, (4) Epheſ. il, 1. 
mY Rev. il, 11. Mark i ix. 44+ | 


ARTICLE III. 


EY I BELIEVE u that what i is boy: * of the fleſh is fleſh; 
that from my earthly parents I derive a carnal nature; 
and conſequently, that I muſt be born f again, and 


de 7 renewed in the ſpirit of my mind, before I can 


ſee, or enter into the kingdom of God, 1 4 f | 
% John iii. 6. | + John i iii. 3. —8 - Ephet iv. 28 · 


CONTEM PLATION. 


THE ve Article contains the poſitive declara- 
tions of Chriſt ; and the doctrine inculcated by his 
Apoſtles... Thoſe who are born of the fleſh, are ſub- 
> 1 to the e of Te nature; and (a) they 
C | | that 


(a) Rom: viii, 8. \ John 1}, 16, 
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that are in the fe efh, Wire ſubject to the uſurpation 6s 
the old man, the body of ſin, cannot pleaſe God. 


Obs excellent Church, in her - explication of 
«© The inward: and ſpiritual- Grace,” repreſented. 
by © the outward and viſible fign, or form in Bap- 


« tiſm,” defines this renovation of mind and. ſpirit, 


by A death unto fin, and a new birth unto righ- 


„ teouſneſs. And in the Office of Baptiſm, ſhe 


- 


enjoins her miniſters to inform the ſponſors, as well 


as the whole congregation, that « Baptiſm doth repre- 
« ſent unto us our profeſſion, which is to follow the 
e example of our Saviour Chriſt, and to be made like 
&© unto him; that as he died, and roſe again for us, 
« ſo ſhould we who are baptized, die from fin, and 
e riſe again unto righteouſneſs; continually mortify- 
« ing all our evil and corrupt affections, and daily 
% proceeding in all virtue and godlineſs of living.“ 
And without ſuch a renovation, exemplified by a cor- 
reſpondent conduct and behaviour, all formal en- 
gagements to “ renounce the devil and all his 


4. works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, 


«6 with all covetous deſires of the ſame, and the 
« carnal deſires of the fleſh, ſo as not to follow nor 
© be led by them,” will avail nothing. The breach 
of ſuch ſolemn engagements, or the omiſſion of theſe 


. avowed obligations, will make our (6) circumci ſion uncir- 


cumciſion; or totally invalidate our baptiſm. (c) Anow : 


| he not, faith the Apoſtle, that ſo many of us as were 


 babtized 
(5) Rom. ii. 26 (c) Rom. vi. 3, 4. 


(25 ) g 
babtized into Fejus Chriſt were babtized into hit death ?' 

Therefore we are buried with ham by babtifm into death: that 
like as Chrift was raifed np from, the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. 
d) 1f any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; wy things 
are paſt away, and behold all things are become new.” New: 
diſpoſitions create new hopes, new fears, new deſires, 
new Joys and delights; ſuch as the vain pomp and 
glory of the world, with all its meretricious objects, 
infatuating charms, and ſpecious allurements, cannot 
excite or ſatisfy, For .carnal pleaſures and ſenſual. 
gratifications cannot now adminiſter their uſual de- 
light; nor afford real ſatisfaction. And when the 
-affettions are principally ſet on things above, it is a cer- 
: tain-mdication:that the fource of real pleaſure, joy and: 
conſolation, is transferred fromearth to'Heaven.. | 


Ab as our eternal happineſs depends upon this 
internal renovation, it highly becomes every Chriſtian 
pProfeſſor to try and (e) examine tumfelf- whether he be in 
tie faith; or, "whether the (J) fruits ef the Spirit, 
de ſoribed by St. Paul, are diſcernible in his life and 


4 ate, 


(4) 2 Cor. v. 27. (e) 2 Cor. xiii, 5. ()) Gall v. 224 23. 
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AR 1104 Iv. 


1 BELIEVE that God, out of his infinite grace and 
mercy,* ſo loved the world, that he gave and ſent 
his only begotten Son into it; that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, 


„John iii, 16. 


CONTEMPLATION. 


(a) WHAT the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the fleſh, God ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs 
of finful fleſh, and a ſacrifice for ſin, condemned ſin in 
the fleſh + that the righteouſneſs of the law might be ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit. Chriſt came to reveal the divine will to, as 
well as to make an atonement for the fins of an ig- 
norant, depraved, guilty and miſerable world. Bet | 
was ſent (6) to ſcet and to fave them that were loſt +. 
lead a life, and give us an example of perfect "ok 
lineſs; to ſuffer for fins, and die, (d) the juſt for the 
ye, tat he 1 ond bring us to God. - 


By virtue of his prevailing merits and mediation, 
God pardoneth and abſolveth all them that truly 
repent, 


49) Row: viii, 3, 4. (6b) Luke xix. 10. (e) Matt. xi. 29. 
(d) 1 Pet. iii. 18. — 


; (77 ') 

repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy goſpel.” 
(e) Him hath God ft forth to be u gropitiation through 
faith m his blood, to declare his rightcoufnefs for the Feo@ 
miſſion of firs that art pup, Hirdulfh tie forbravance"of | 

God ; that he might be juſt, "and the Fr + of Wim who = 
belicoeth in Jeſus, And, having & overcome the Thitþ- 
mils of death, by his factifice offered on the crofs, 
« He Hath hs erred kingden of Herden to al bb. 
Hevers. . | 


Faith, bel the T7 Köter 6f Wies . fot,.. 
and the evidence of things not feen: like every ſuper- 
natural grace, is the gift of God, and ſhould: therefore 

be earneſtly ſought and implored; for (g) without faith 
we cannot pleaſe God. Becauſe, as faith applies, it re- 
alizes things that are abſent, and brifigs future things. 
preſent to the mind; and thus its influence and ope- 
rations are experienced, with reſpe&- to the truths 
advanced, the promiſes revealed, and the threatnings 
announced in the goſpel. Hence that apoſtolic in- 
junction, and others of ſimilar import, — () Believe * 
the Lord ou "_ anti tou e be ſaved, Sc. 


001 Rom. iii. . 26, 26. O Heb. xi. 1. 60 Heb. xi. "Pp 
(4) Ads xvi. 31: John i. 12. and viii. 24; Acts xi. 30 + 
1 Tin. iv; 10, &. 
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ARTICLE. v. 


4 
"PF 


4% BELIEVE 5 me 1 2 Jeu Chriſt has * died, 
and roſe again, to redeem and fave mankind from 


' and hell; and that he has given his Spirit, his 
word, and ordinances, for the purpoſe of carrying on 
the work of grace and ſanctification in the ſoul; 


without which, I can never be qualified for, nor find 
admittance into the kingdom of Heaven; for the word 
of God poſitively declares, that without holineſs no 
man a ſhall ſee the Lord, | 


. £ WE + Heb. ai. 14. 
| CONTEM PLATION. 


IN the wonderful work of human ts a our 
bleſſed Lord ' hath manifeſted the moſt unbounded 
love; a love ſtronger than death, in procuring life and 
ſalvation for us; and in affording, ſo kindly, the 
means to obtain that life and ſalvation: Having vo- 
luntarily offered himſelf, and (a) died for our fins, 
he roſe again for our juſtification, (b) and ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for us. Through him we now have 
free (c) acceſs to the Father; and are encouraged to 


(d) come ine unto the throne of grace. Behold the flaming 
JOE 


(a) Rom. iv, 25. (6) Heb. vii. 25. (e) Epheſ. ii. 18. 


(d) Heb. iv. 166 


ford a into an mie ſeeptre / This is the 
Lord's doing, and ſhould be marvellous. in out eyes. 
| What ſorrows were like his ſorrows, who, at the 
expence of his own innocent blood, apnea our 
_ redemption, and * our e : 

A A —ꝗ 0 with blood! ! with blood divine f. 5 18833 
With blood divine of him I made my foe ! Ta 
Perſiſted to provoke ! tho' wood and awd, SED 

Bleſt and 2 k a flagrant rebel Ri! of OSS 
WES | - YouNG.. 
Behold the deſtined victim, — Lie ponderous 
croſs to the top of the hill calvary! Behold the in- 
: nocent Lamb of God extended on, and nailed to the | 
| ignominious tree } Behold the Prince of Peace, (0) the 
only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth, hang- 
ing there for ſeveral tedious hours, a ſpectacle to men 
and angels! Notwithſtanding all the inſults and indig- 
nities offered him by his cruel murderers, hear him 
praying for his barbarous and implacable enemies, 
(Y Father, forgive them ; - for they know not what they do. 
Hear him, now deſerted by the Father, crying out, 
60 My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me / Hear 
his dying ſpeech, (A) It is frifhed: and now ſee him, 
bowing down his head, and giving up the ghoſt ! 


Buna and depth of his 1 pittog 1 The internal, as 
C 4 ö 


(e) John i. 14- (/ ) Luke xxiii. 34. 0 Matt. xxvii. 1 
| 7 09 Fo Xix, 0. „„ 
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It 0 ) . 
- well as dhe erterrsl agönies and ſenſ. zor e BOTS Pam 


But for wWhofe Ake His the Sen of God endured all 
this? For n 0 ener! yeh, dor the, G reader 5 


Avis th Gated chan er —— the 


Judge of all men, borne all this for us men, and for 


our ſalvatioh'? "Surely ſüch riotrrded 16ve Thould 
excite our gratitude; 3: fuch unexampled condeſoenſion 
ſhould engage our peculiar attachment to him. Was 
amy love like his love? Can any natural tie, can any 
human affinity or alliance, or, ſhall any worldly poſ- 
ſeſſion or enjoyment, alienate our affections from ſuch 
a friend and benefaftor ? Well might our Lord de- 
clare, (i) He that loveth father or mother more than me, 
is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth fon or dau hter more 
than me is not worthy of me. And again, (k) 4 any man 
come to me, and, comparalively, hate not his father and mo- 
ther, and wife and children, and brethren and fiſters 


yea, and his own | ife alſo, ſhould his or their will claſh 
with my will, or their friendſhip come into- com- 


petition with mine, he cannot be my di iſciple. The love 
of Chriſt ſhould conſtrain us to love him 0 with 
all our heart, with all our ſoul, and with all- our mind. | 


AN D ken God is become the ET) "_ of 


| our love, of our defire and hope, of our delight and 


Joy, what confolation may we take? ſeeing that Wwe 
thay apply all that Chriſt has done and ſuffered to our 
ownlelves. | 


4) Matt. x. 37. 5 Luke xiv. 28. 0 MA = xxii. 37. 


5 ( 
ownſelves, - For every ſincere Chriſtian, on 8 
foundation; of the goſpel, may affirm—My con- 
deſcending Lord and loving Saviour left his Father's 

boſom for me; wept, bled and died for me; roſe from 
the grave, and aſcended into Heaven for me; and is 


now ſeated at the right hand of the Father, making 


interceſſion for me! and he will come again at the. 

end of the world to receive me among that happy 
number whom he ſhall then addreſs in theſe words, 
(m) Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. Happy 
ſoul! to ſuch an one Chriſt, even in this life, is the 
(n) chief 2 W ten —— 5 


In onder to carry on the * of grace Pe? ane 
tification, our munificent Lord has inſtituted ſacred | 
ordinances, as means, duly adapted by. infinite wiſdom 
to that glorious purpoſe. The word of God is the 
ſeed ſown, by and in the ordinances; and his Holy 
Spirit, having ordinarily by thoſe means and inſtitutions 
cultivated the ſoil of our hearts, by his kind influence 
cauſes the ſeed to take root downward, and 
to bring forth fruit to the honor and praiſe of our 
: heavenly huſhandman, 


TuE Lord now, by Lis x mercies, encompaſſes us, | 
as the cities of the promiſed land were encompaſſed 

by the Iſraelites; if we do not open the gates of our 
hearts, and acoege to the . terms of peace now ' 
| | _ tendered 


tn) Matt. _ 34 | b dang OP iv. 10. 


; (: . 22 L 
| tendered, he will declare war againſt WP and 
ve ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. This -proyes the in- 
trinſic worth and utility of thoſe holy inſtitutions; as 
well as the indiſpenſable obligations we are under 

to attend the ordinances of grace; and not reſiſt the 
Spirit which operates in and by them. For When that 
Spirit ceaſes to ſtrive, ordinances themſelves be- 
come uſeleſs, and therefore are uſually removed, as 
deſpiſed and rejected means. When the oil fails, or 
is exhauſted, the lamp can emit no light, When the 
ark is taken, there is no more ſucceſs in war. The 
(o) famine of the word, is, of all others, the moſt 
alarming, the moſt calamitous: The once celebrated 
() Churches of Afia are melancholy monuments of 
this alarmipg truth. And God threatens the-indolent 
-and inadvertent, that he will (): remove nenn 


ont of ts place, except they repent. 
(o) Amos viii. 11. (69 Rev. i. 4. (q) Rev. ii. 3. 


ARTICLE VI. 


14: BELIEVE I am now acting for eternity ; ; and that 

my everlaſting ſlate depends upon my behaviour in 

| .this ſhort, uncertain, life; for as T *{ow here, ſo ſhall 
Shrugs £ hereafter. 

17 Cal. vi. 7. 

CON- 


(! 


' CONTEMPLATION., © © 


| IT becomes every rational being ſerioully to reflect, 
why, and for what ends he was created; and is {till 


preſerved in this life. Such a reflection muſt naturally 


excite thoughts of the utmoſt importance, which re- 
quire his peculiar attention; as the preſent ſeaſon, un- 
certain and precarious as it is, is the only oppor- 
tunity afforded him to ſecure his eternal happineſs. 


| And if ſo, he muſt, upon mature deliberation, con- 


clude, that he has little or no encouragement to 


a muſe himſelf with vain and unprofitable diverſions, i 
or with any impertinent occupations; or to indulge 


his ſenſual appetites with any of thoſe gratifications 
that may have the leaſt tendency to captivate his heart, 
or to alienate his affections from God and his ſervice; 
foraſmuch as he is permitted to exiſt, in this ſtate of 
probation, not to . but to (a) redeem the tine. 


Let kim be employed in trivial and impertinen 


engagements, who can bribe death, or bid defiance to 


the king of terrors; or who cannot dedicate his time 


and talents to better purpoſes; having no ſoul to be 


ſaved from the wrath | to come, or to be qualified for 
enjoying the inheritance of the ſaints in light, and 


1 aſſociating with the ſpirits of juſt men mag per- 


felt, 
Az 


(s) Epheſ. v. 16. 
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Hs that lives by faith, views eternity as preſent 


before him; and that proſpe& cools his appetites, and 


weans them from ſenſual gratifications; whilſt, at the 
fame time, it warms and enlivens his zeal and defire 
in the purſuit of ſuch. Pleaſures and  enjoyments as : 
this wore cannot afford, | 
How conſpicuous do the fatal effects of fin appear 
in the conduct of thoſe deluded mortals, who can 
behold time, rapidly paſſin g by, death approaching, 
God always preſent, judgment and eternity at hand: 
and yet ſport away their days in rioting and drunkenneſs, 
in chambering and  wantonneſs, in revellings, luxury, 
vanity, and vice? A Chriſtian, Who is enjoined to 
(5) do all to the glory of God, before he enters upon any 
amuſement, recreation or diverſion, let it be held 
ever ſo faſhionable, or deemed ever ſo innocent by 
the world, ſhould deliberately propoſe this queſtion 
to himſelf —Would Chriſt, whoſe diſciple I pretend 
to be, do ſo, was he now in my place? If not, how 
ſhall I preſume to comply, ſeeing he has (c) left me 
an example that I might follow his ſteps ? and has pub- - 
licly addreſſed every one who profeſſes to believe his 
doctrine, and to have embraced his religion, ſaying, 
(a) Learn of me. Alas! ſaith the believer, I am act- 
ing now for eternity; and I wiſh to employ my time 


in ſuch a manner, as may be ſatisfactory to my mind 


in that awful retroſpe&, when death is about to arreſt 


(8) 1 Cor. x. 31. (c) 1 Pet. ii. 21. (d) Matt. xi. 29. 


(. 25 ) 
my frail body : for I may even now foreſee my «dying | 


hour, and my friends around my breathleſs Corps, 
voy to do me : the laſt kind office. 


© He that ich to his fleſh, fall of the "_ reap 
corruption; but he that foweth to the Spirit, ſhall of "the 


Shꝛrit reap life everlaſting. Behold, God hath put 
(F) life and death before us ; and bath given us every 
encouragement poſſible to embrace and obtain the one, 
as well as every neceſſary caution and alarm to deter 
us from, to ayoid and eſcape the other. What manner 
of perſon would he be in all holy converſation and god- 
lineſs, who truly believes and applies what the Apoſtle 
has affirmed, i. e. that (g) all theſe things ſhall be diſ- 
ſolved ; that the earth, and all that is upon it, will be 
conſumed? How earneſtly would he look for the 
coming of Chriſt, and the awful conſequences of that 
illuſtrious advent ? What fervent prayers, what ex- 
alted praiſes, what heavenly converſation would em- 
ploy his tongue? With what abhorrence would he 
reject the gilded baits of fin, who did but once ſee 
thoſe future things, which every Chriſtian profeſſes 
to believe? How contemptibly would he think and. 
ſpeak of the pleaſures, honors and richcs of this periſn- | 
"i world? 


© Men may live fools—but fools they cannot dig.” 


le) Gal, vi. 8. (J) Deut. XxX. 1 ;. 5 (3) 2 Pet. iii. 11. 
| . ARTICLE 
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| theſe inſidious foes. 


I BELIEVE I hve: a foul ofa an Habt Harte 
of more worth than ten thouſand worlds: and that 
this ſoul is in great danger of being loſt through the 


temptations to which it is expoſed from the Devil, the 


World and the Fleſh : I believe therefore it is my in- 


cumbent duty conſtantly“ to Walch and pray againſt 


CONTEMPLAT ION. 
OR ſouls, being ſpiritual and incorruptible, are 
endowed with ſublime faculties; with underſtanding, 
will and various affections. Created with an inclina · 
tion to the body, and infuſed into it by God; by 
whom they were, conjointly, made capable of enjoying 
everlaſting. bliſs, or of. ſuffering. eternal woe: And, 


accordingly, at death will be aſſigned. to one or the 


other. Nothing therefore can be more worthy of our 
greateſt care and labour, as nothing ſhould engage our 
attention and diligence more, than the concerns of / 
our fouls and immortality, 


* 


Tur perſon who values and eſteems his body and | 
the enjoyments of this * more than his ſoul and his 
future 


e 1 = 

A e is, 3 ft an principles, nobetter nobetter 

nor acts with greater-prudence than that dene 
mon ſter, who values and eſteems an uſeful animal 
more than His own: Child; and is careful to feed and 
preſerve tire former, whilft through his glaring neg- 
le&t, the latter is ſuffered to periſh. —The intrinſic 


worth and value of the ſoul appears, not only from 


its eternal duration, but from its capacity of commu- 
nion with God here, and of indiffoluble union with 
him in glory hereafter. From the price that was paid 
for its redemption; even no leſs than the Blood of 
God's dearly and only beloved Son Jefus Chriſt. 


From the diligence, watehfulneſs and ſtratagems of 


Satan and his Allies, to deſtroy it; for that (a) roaring 
ion lies in ambuſh at every place, and goes inceſſantly 
about, ſeeting tohom ne muy devour, The pride of life, is 
a formidable antagoniſt ; the world , by its bewitching 
charms, by its prevailing cuſtoms and admired idols, 
honours, riches and pleaſures, is ready, at all times, 
in confederacy with the arch fiend, to ſeduce and en- 
ſnare the ſoul, As alſo the tuft of the fleſh, —which, 
under the pretenſion of friendfhip and alliance, is a 
moſt dangerous foe: the fleſh, being a treacherous. 
enemy within us, watches every opportunity to betray 
the poor deludetl ſoul into the-mercileſs hands of her 
cruel beſiegers, who ſurround her day and night, in 
order te bring her inte captivity ; ; a vaſſal under the 
; 5 2 Controll. 


4 
eontroll of their numerous and perfidious forces ! 
And as the loſs of the ſoul is irretrievable, a man 

- ſhould hazard all, rather than ſuffer this ineſtimable 
depoſitum to be in Jeopardy. It is recorded of a 
grave Divine who was invited to dine with an opulent 
neighbour, that being introduced into the houſe, and 
having fat down for a conſiderable time, he wondered 
at the long abſence of the lady, the miſtreſs of the 
family: Upon inquiry, he was informed that ſhe was 
dreſſing herſelf. Some time after, ſhe came into the 

room very gay and chearful; but, having ſaluted her 
gueſt, was not a little ſurpriſed to ſee him much 
dejected, and in tears, Being anxious to know the 
reaſon, he replied, — I weep, becauſe I underſtand 
that you have ſpent three hours in your dreſſing-room 

this morning, to adorn your mortal body, and that I 

have never ſpent ſo many hours together in my claſet, 
to prepare my immortal ſoul, in order to appear 
before God. ie ip 


Tux devout Pſalmiſt, on a ſimilar reflection, ſaith, 
Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, becauſe men keep 
not thy law, And the Prophet Jeremiah, overwhelmed 
with grief on the ſame occaſion, cries out, — Cc Oh 
that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of 
tears, that I might weep day and night for the ſlain of the 
daughter of my people. The ſame holy zeal e | 
theſe 


05 Pa, exix. 136. c) Jer. ix. 1. 


„ E "nn 
' theſe expreſſions from the Apoſtle St. Paul, (d) Many 
walk, of whom {1 ſave told you often, n hn: neee 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, c. 

It is a lamentable ſcene, for a ſerious mind, to behold 
the .pains.and the care taken by mortals, to derorate 
their body to appear before dying men; and, at the 
ſame time, to contemplate their glaring naglect, in 
preparing their ſoul to appear before the living God! 
Such inadvertency muſt indicate not only a ſtate af 
groſs ſtupidity and deluſion, but of 0 death alſo; 5 as: 
repreſented in the ſcripture, 


| = on theſe general conſiderations, and coincident: 

circumſtances, a ſincere Chriſtian will have great reaſon: 
to lament his own unfaithfulneſs; being conſcious 
that poor deluded. ſinners. are more active, and take 
more pains to deſtroy their ſauls, than he does 0 
fave his: and that they are more ſolicitaus to ſeek 
the approbation of men, than he is to ſeck that 
honour which cometh from God only. Every 
prudent man will proportion his care and dili- 
gence to the intereſt or emolument he has in view. 
May ſuch ambition guide our conduct, in the ꝓurſuit 
of the one thing needful / (F] for what is a man profited,. 


nnn, whole world, . and ro 


& Phil, ili. 18, 44 Tim. v. 6. Epheſ. ii. 1. 
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ARTICLE vm. , 


* 


1 BELIEVE I muſt die. That my *body ſhall re- ; 


turn into duſt, and that my Toul muſt ſoon quit this 
earthly tabernacle :. That the laſt hour is approaching; 
that every pulſe informs me of that ſolemn period, and 
ſerves as a continual monitor to warn me, that I may 


be prepared to $ meet my God. 


1 


* Eccleſ. xii. . S Amos iv. 12. 


CONTEMPLATION: 


10 die is a ſolemn thing. Vea, the very thought 


ol death is ſo terrible to | ſome perſons, that they cannot 
bear ſo much as the name of that hideous monſter ! 


And, indeed, many things concur to make it awful; 
eſpecially 1 to the Wicked: 1 2 | 


1. Taos: things which generally precede death ; 
viz, acute pains, n eee and exquiſite 


— 
— 


„ 


2, Irs 6 ; to trandfer the ſoul info nr 


world. 


g. Tax conſequence of its arreſt ; being the door 
of eternity, The parting point betweeh this world 
12 „ | and 


— pt we 


have no r with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, 
my: 


Sl 31 | 
and that a is to come: The utmoſt boundary of 
all . things! | 


Aras! what a ſudden and ſtrange alteration does 
death make in men's condition? Tranſlating them, as 
in a moment, from their houſes, their lands, their 
friends, their riches, honours and delights, to the 
regions of darkneſs, the gloomy. and confined priſon 
of the grave; to be reduced to W to be de- 
e by: worms. 


Anvyet, this is a favourable conſequence of death, 


compared to the ſtate of the ſoul, departing under the 


wrath of God, and the guilt of ſin ; for as much as the 


immortal ſpirit muſt be conſigned t (a) everlaſting fire 
prepared for the devil and has angels. (b) Where the worm 


4 not, and the es is not PR / 


Dis men but duly reflect on thi ſhortneſs and un- | 


_ certainty of this life, they would be neceſſarily con- 


vinced that they have no time here to ſpend in im- 
pertinent or unprofitable employments, much leſs in 
any criminal indulgences ; as it is a duty incumbent 


upon every chriſtian, daily to (c) grow in grace, and in 


the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chriſt : (d) to 


(a) Matt. xxy. 41. c (65% Mark ix. 48. : 
le) 2 Pet. iii. 18. (d) Epheſ. v. 11 
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Pearance of evil. To have oil in his veſſel with his 


lamp; as a child (5) of light, conſtantly expecting the 


(g) bridegroom” s arrival: and () bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, 


_ whom the Lord when he cameth fhall find watching. 


Hz that is prepared to die, is fit to live: and he 
only anſwers the deſign of God in his creation and 
preſervation, Gay and inadvertent ſinners ſhould, 
for once, conſider what all their wealth, honours, 


pleaſures and boon-companions will do for them in a 


dying hour. Miſerable - comforters! With what a 
dejected mind and countenance muſt death be received, 
when vanity can flatter, or folly amuſe no longer? 
What ſorrows muſt the conſcience, now awakened to 
reflexion, experience, hen it reviews the paſt life 
of its miſerable poſſeſſor? Will not the language of 
a dying youth be now, in deſpondency, adopted; 
«© Muſt I die! muſt I die? then I'wiſh I had never 
been born!” Or, that of another in the ſame deſperate 
ſituation ; who cried out, Oh, how I am deceived! 
« oh, that I had my time to begin again! oh, that I 
« had but conſidered this ſooner! how mad was I to 
have led ſo ſinful and wicked a life! What will be- 
come of my miſerable ſoul? was God to try me once 
Again, I Would no more act as I have ated.” But 

alas! 


le) 1 Theſ. v. 22. | (#) Eph. v. 8. : 
(s Matt. xxv. 4. (4) Luke xii. 37˙ 


tw) 
alas! this te comes too late; the day of 
grace being paſt, nothing can now be expected, but a 


day of wrath and * e of a ee : | 
God. | 


. 3 eſcape this, let us, by ſerious meditation, 
often put ourſelves in dying circumſtances. Let us 
| ſuppoſe ourſelves ſeized by death; or conſigned to the 
filent grave. And after ſuch a ſolemn contemplation, 
let us conceive what thoughts we ſhould entertain of 
fin and holineſs, of this world and that which is to 
come, Ina word; may we endeavour to live nom, as 
in the hour of death, or in our laſt compoſed thoughts 
and reflective moments, we ſhall wiſh we had lived. 
And, being thus taught to (i) number our days, may we, 
as ſtrangers and ſojourners, diligently apply our hearts 
unto wiſdom 3 (k) befor: we go hence, and be no more J. 


(i) Pſa. XC. 12, | . . (4) P ſa, xxxix. 13 


. ARTICLE IK, 


I BELIEVE that after death there will be a * Judg- 
ment; when I muſt give an account of Hall that I 
have done 3 in the body, and receive the final and de- 
ciſive + ſentence, from which no further appeal can 
never be made, 


* Heb. ix. 27. Eccleſ. xii. 14. + Matt, xxv. 46. | 
| | CON- - 
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CONTEMPLATION. 


THE ſon of Sirach advanced « a very pertinent and 


judicious advice; ;—(a) Whatſoever thou takeft in hand, 


remember the end, and thou ſhalt never do amiſs, Where- 
fore, the Apoſtles, in'the new Teſtament, in order 
that our mind may be duly impreſſed with the belief 


and importance of a judgment to come, expreſsly de- 


clare, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his ſecond coming, 
Trumpet, ſummon (6) all _ 
mankind, —as well thoſe that have been dead ſince 


the creation of the world, as thoſe-who ſhall be then 


found alive on earth, to appear before his impartial 


Tribunal; amongſt whom, thou, 0 Reader, muſt 


take Op place, 00 and fland in thy tots | 


AND who can Jeferibe h the ſorrow and the 55 at- 
tending this ſolemn, this illuſtrious advent, —-When 


(d) we muſt all appear before the judgment feat of Chriſt 


that every one may receive the things done in the body, accord- 
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad, 


As Godis juſt as well as holy, reaſon concurs with 
revelation to prove, that (e) he will judge the world with. 
righteouſneſs 3 and the people with 1 ani And as it 

Bae 


(a) Eecluſ. vii. 6. (8) 1 Cor. xv. 51, Sc. 1 Theſ. iy: 216, 19. 
2 Pet. iii, 7: Jude 25: compare with Matt. xxv. 31, &c. 
(c) Dan. xii, 13. (4) 2 Cor. v. 10. (e) Pfa, xcviii. 9. 


. * 
r 
35 


appears that this judgment is not always awarded here, 


it muſt inevitably take place hereafter; when it ſhall 
be univerſally allowed, that (J) the Judge of all the 


earth does right. The wicked are often exempted from 
ſuch puniſhments in this life, as the righteous are fre- 


quently inflicted with; () they come in no misfortune 
like other folk, neither are plagued like other men. Whereas 


the righteous, for the exerciſe of their patience, and 5 


the trial of their faith, are often viſited with various 
troubles and (+) aflictians. The ſcripture affirms, that 
(i) we muſt through much tribulation enter into the ' i gdom 
of God ; (A) yea, and that. all who will live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus, fhall ſuffer perſecutions All the world therefore, 


| ſhall, ſooner or later, be conſtrained to accede to the 


royal Prophet's conceſſion, (1): Verity there is à reward 
for the righteous ; doubtleſs there is a God that judgeth the 
earth + who, as the Apoſtle aſſerts, (m) will render to 


every man according to his deeds. 


Rx rLECTIN d on our own conduct, we ſhould con- 
ſider, deliberately, what account ze. ſhall be able to 
give, at that memorable ſolemnity, of our time, of our 


talents, and of the ſeveral favours and bleſſings, both: 


temporal and ſpiritual, with which we have been, re- 
peatedly, yea, conſtantly indulged; and how we ſhall 


(J) Sen. xviii 25. (g) Pla. Ixxiii. 5. (I) Pa. xxxiv. 19. 
(i) Acts xiv, 22. (I) 2 Tim. iii. 12, (1) Pſa. Ivili. 11. 
| (a) Rom, ii. 6 
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bear the pronunciation of the final, deciſive, Irrever- 
ſible ſentence, then to be paſſed upon us. How can 
this awful event be ever forgotten by mortals ? 
Should we now be engaged, or, ſhould we at any time 
indulge ourſelves, in any thing that ſhall cauſe us to 
lament our folly, or to wiſh we had been otherwiſe 


employed, when death ſhall have put a final 
period to our corporeal exiſtence ?P Amazing in- 


fatuation! Can a mortal bribe the king of terrors, 


. or enſure his life, for a moment? We (n) know not 


the day nor the hour, when we muſt bid an everlaſting | 
farewell to all worldly objects, as well as all ſenſual 


enjoyments; for, „in the midſt of life we are in 


&« death.” The anticipation of that alarming moment, 
when the dead ſhall be ſummoned to ariſe, and appear 


in judgment, ſhould awaken all our attention; ſhould ' 
ſilence all the clamour of the voluptuous, ſuperſede 


all the anxiety of the avaricious, as well as. the 
mirth and ambition of the ſenſual and the profligate. 


So powerfully did this reflection operate upon the 
mind of one of the pious and learned Fathers, that he 
affirmed, Whether I eat or drink, read or write; or 
whatſoever I am doing, I think I hear the ſhrill ſound 
of the Archangel's Trumpet, ſummoning all fleſh to 
appear; and crying aloud, — Ariſe, ye dead, and come 
forth to Judgment. / Influenced by the ſame awful 


e 
(2) Matt. XXv, 13. | Hie rome. 


i 


apprehenſion, t another advanced this e ad | 
vice, When thou art tempted to fin, call to mind the 
dreadful day of Judgment; and this will be as a bridle 
to curb ns; and as a ſchoob maſter to teach thee thy _ 


duty. 
How diſtreſſing muſt the application of theſe words 
prove on that ſolemn day? (o) Becauſe 1 have called, 
and ye refuſed, 1 have firetched out my hand, and no man 
regarded but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and 
would none of my reproof ; I alſo will laugh at your cala- 
mity, I will mock when your fear cometh, When your fear 
cometh as dęſolation, and your dęſtruction cometh as a 
whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſi cometh upon you. 
1 5 Then \ ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they 
fall fees me early, 1285 they Mall not find me. 


22 2 9 7 


G0 may then juſtly ſend fuch inadvertent winches 
to thoſe vain idols, honours, riches, pleaſures, &c. at 
whoſe ſhrines they have fo profuſely ſacrificed; and 

fay, (þ) Let them deliver you. in the time of your tribulation, 


In vain they ſhall now wiſh (q) the rocks to fall upon 
f them, and the hills to hide and cover them from the face 

1 of their inexorable Judge; whoſe definitive ſentence 

5 b ſhall fix their doom 8 all e 

El | + Baſil, (0) Prov. i, 24, Kc. (þ) Judg. x, 14; Ezek. vil, 19. N 
1 | | (* Rev. vi. 16. 


ff RS 


CF 


A R 85 n. 


Ls BELIEVE I ſhall be fixed in an eternal ſtate of 
Happineſs or Miſery. That I ſhall be either a * com- 
panion of Angels and holy Souls to adore and praiſe 
God in the celeſtial realms of everlaſting Joy; or, 
that I muſt remain and aſſociate with Devils and curſed - 
Spirits, in the horrid N N of eternal 5 Torments and 


Deſpair. 


* Matt, xili. 43. Matt. xiii. 42. 


' _ CONTEMPLATION. 


OUR Lord's definitive ſentences, as recorded in the 
goſpel, ſufficiently evince the Truth advanced in this 
Article. The infallible Judge has, himſelf, given us a 
ſpecimen of this ſolemn proceſs. When (a) all na- 
tions fhall be gathered before him, he ſhall ſeparate them 
one from another, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from 
the goats. And he ſhall fet the ſheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then ſhall the King ſay unte 
them on his right hand. Come, ye blefſed of my father, 
in ſierit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation by 
of the world, But to thoſe on the teft hand he fhall fay,— | 
depart 


Le) Matt. xxv. 32. 83 34, 41- 


( 39 ) 
depart from me, ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 25 
the devil and his angels. And he further adds, — 
(b) Theſe fhall go away into EVERLASTING puniſhment; ; 
; but the rages into ye ETERNAL, 


AwrFuL—extatic decifion? + Eiernity knows no 
end; but is a conſtant, perpetual continuance of per- 
ſons and things in the ſame ſtate and condition; with⸗ 
out any poſſibility of change or alte ration. Eternity 
is not cannot be meaſured by time, nor diminiſhed 
by paſt ages. For when as many millions of ages are 
elapſed, as there are ſpires of graſs over all the earth, 
or grains of ſand on the ſea ſhore, they bear no more 
proportion to eternity than a drop of the bucket to the 
whole ocean. No, nor even that; as the greateſt 
number in arithmetic, could the greateſt be defined, 
ſtands but as a mere cypher in compariſon of Eternity, . 


Tue Joys and the Miſeries of Eternity ſhall, there 
fore, never ceafe. To perpetuate the enjoyments of 
the bleſſed, —(c)rivers of pleaſures inceſſantly flow, and 
will continue inceſſantly to flow, at God's vight hand for 
evermore ; And as for the wicked, (d) The e ſmoke bas their 
torments mY 28. ” youu ever and ever. 


— 


E 2 AP PROACHI RG. 


— 


(5) Matt. xxv. 46. (c) Pſa, XVI, 11. (ai Rev. xiv. 11. 


6 ² 


Az?ROACHING to the tremendous gulf, the poor 
, deſpairing ſoul may juſtly upbraid herſelf with this 
_ cutting reflexion ;—In yonder world T might have had 
life, but would not; and now how fain would I have 
death, but cannot. Alas! what an infatuation, what 
2 dream was that which 1 once deemed to be life ? 
lie) how all I dwell with the devouring fire? How ſhall I 
. dwell with everlaſting burnings ? Oh, that God would 
vouchſafe to grant me but one trial more! But this 
agh,—alas comes too late. 


Ir we are attacked, but for one night, with racking 
pain; how tedious does that night ſeem unto us? If the 
dawning day ſhould bring relief; how would we 
reckon the protracting moments, and wiſh for the 

happy arrival of the welcome hour? Oh that faith 
would but ſuggeſt and realize to the ſoul, what ſenſe 
may ſuggeſt and realize to our natural feelings! and 
now anticipate a pain infinitely greater and more ter- 

rible than what the body may n in this life. 


A . cm to die e cannot for- 
get his approaching fate; and yet a ſinner, who can- 
not enſure his life, no, not for a day nor an hour, can 
forget thoſe important things, for the contemplation of 
which he is bleſſed with memory, and the faculty of 
 reflettion * 


(e) Iſa. iii. 14. - 


4 


reflection! Should the former appear vain, trifling » 


and unconcerned in the way to the place of execution, 


his conduct would be, deſervedly, condemned by allthe 
ſpectators. And is not the conduct of the latter equally 


as reprehenſible ? ſeeing that he is irrefiſtibly;carried 
away, as faſt as the rapid ſtream of time can bear him, 


to his deſtined exit ? and muſt ſpeedily appear before 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, to receive the irrevocable | 
ſentence. Yea, he even now ſtands on the verge of 
an awful Eternity !—( f) To-day then, O ſinner, whilſt - 
it is called to-day ; yea, now, whillt it is the (g) accepted 
time ; harden not thy heart, through the deceitfulneſs of fin ; © 
leſt God ſhould (%) fwrar. in he wrath, that thou Malt 


Not enter into hns eſt. 


i} 


ATTEND-to the divine admonition : be not amuſed 
by falacious dreams ; nor ſuffer thyſelf to be deluded - 
by vain delights and unſatisfactory enjoyments, in a 
place deſtined to deſtruction. (i) "Eſcape for thy life ; - 
and immediately fly. into the city of refuge * . * 


conſumed. 


Know 'tis in vain to ſeek. for bliſs; 

For bliſs can ne'er be found 

Till we arrive where JESUS is, RE 
And tread on heav'aly ground. Mattis. 


* 


(f) Heb. iii, 701 190 Geer. vi 2. () Pſa, xcv, 12. 
(i) Gen. xix. 17. 
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INTRODUCTION 


ro THE FOLLOWING | 


c Af E m ] 


EW Head or Father off a family, originally 
ated in the double capacity of a King and Prieſt, in 
his own houſhold. But when the juriſdiction was 
confiderably augmented, by the increaſe and multipli- 
cation of the ſeveral branches of ſuch reſpective charge; 
and when the affairs to be tranſacted became complex 
and various, then moſt probably it was that theſe Princes 
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both in ſacred and civil concerns, to execute ſuch rites, 


laws and inſtitutions as were deemed neceſſar y, and 


conducive to the great ends of conſulting, promoting 
and facilitating the: welfare and the intereſt ol/ the 


community at large. 


And ſhould every Maſter or Head of a family, in 
our days, cautiouſly endeavour, as in duty bound, to 
train up his houſhold in the fear, (a) nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, —ineffable bleſſings would, moſt 


aſſuredly, enſue, and attend ſuch a laudable application. 
As private houſes may be deemed, the nurſeries of the 


church, the happy conſequences would ſoon appear; 


and the ſalutary effects would be experienced by future 


generations. Vea, from ſuch care and culture, great 
0 ges would accrue and be derived, not only to, 
the chrian Church, but to the ſtate alſo: in as much 
as the nuthber of faithful ſubjects and uſeful members 


of the community would be, proportionably, aug - 
mented, as vice and prophaneneſs were diſcounte. y 


nanced and ſuppreſſed. . ay 


Anp.what-an anticipation of the church triumphant, 
would be here experienced in the church militant; - 
whilſt ſo many devout families were united e 

tow. 


(a) Epheſ, Vis 4s 


{ 45 )) 


to addreſs the Throne of Grace, and 0 celebrate the 
N of the Lord God of Hoſts? | | | 


Conſider again, as 5 Eu, and rellekt as re- 
foonfible Beings, whether any creature, object or fub- 
ject on earth, deſerves your attention, your love and 
obedience, more than God; your gratitude, more 
than Chriſt; or your care and diligence, more than 
your own ſoul ? Can any happineſs be more deſira- 
ble than Heaven ? or any miſery be more tremendous 
than Hell? Will the enjoyment of a few tranſient - 
pleaſures, compenſate the loſs of the ſoul ; or ſolace 
the mind in the hour of death, or in the day of judg- 
ment? No; anſwers the devout Chriſtian, --for al- 
though thoſe trifling amuſements may ſatisfy ſuperficial 
minds for the preſent;—there is yet a long hereafter, 
a woful eternity to follow; When (5) for all — N 
mne, Frey 


Max not a jeſt, therefvte, of ſerious Alara 
ther trifle with God and eternity; but let the will of 
your Maker, and your eternal concerns engage, as 
they demand, your greateſt attention. Let ſome patt 
of every day, more eſpecially of every fabbath, be 
devoted to the purpoſe of inſtructing your children - 
and family it in their 1 towards God, towards their 

Wal 


| (6) Eccleſ. xi. 9. 
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( 46 ) 
neighbour, and themſelves. "Teach them the ten pre- 


ceding articles; and apply them, by a deliberate recital 
of their ſubſequent contemplations. Let them be in- 


culcated and recommended, as matters of the greateſt 
importance and concern. | 

Lzr. them alſo treaſure. up in their memory; the 
ſeveral anſwers made to the queſtions propounded in 
the following catechiſm ; and. have recourſe to the 
ſcriptures referred unto, in order that they may be 


duly impreſſed upon their mind, 


Ir your condition is mean and obſcure, implore 


| grace to acquieſce in the ſtation aſſigned you by the 
Wiſe diſpenſation of Providence. God knows what 


fituation will ſuit us beſt ; and though we may wiſh 
it to be otherwiſe now, yet we (c) ſhall know hereafter 
that God's appointment is right; and may have reaſon 
to bleſs the Lord for feeding us, though with a ſparing 
hand, (d) with food convenient forus. His-will be done. 


Remember, that he hath (e) choſen. the poor of this world 


rich in faith that he who was Lord of all, (F) had 
not where to lay his head ; but for our ſakes (g) became poor, 
that we through his poverty might be rich, All men ſhall 
ſoon be brought4&'the ſame condition, The monarch's 


head, ſhall be laid as low as that of the pooreſt. peaſant,; 
and 


(e) John xiii. 7. (d) 3 (e) James 11. 5. 
(Y) Luke ix. 58. (Cg) 2 Cor. vii. 9. 


(47) 


and the abje& dave, ſhall be n cee as his 
imperious maſter, to recline his wearied limbs 1 in the 
hoſpitable department aſſigned him in the generous 
boſom of our kind and common parent. Death is no 
reſpecter of perſons; nor will any diſtinction be known 
at God's impartial tribunal, but what his GRACE has | 
effected in this ſtate of probation, 


StovLD it not therefore be the concern and ambi- 
tion of all, high and low, rich and poor, to obtain, and 
be influenced by, that divine principle? For our life 
is but as graſs, as a vapour that vaniſhes; (I) ſo ſoon 
paſſeth it away and we are gone: Gone, into the world 
of ſpirits,—to be Ka happy, or "ey. miſer- 
able! 

: ” 

Ovx corporeal exigences ſhould remind us of our 
ſpiritual wants: for if an hungry, cold and naked 
body is ſo great a calamity; how much greater- is a 
guilty, graceleſs ſoul? And if bodily food and rai- 
ment are ſo neceſſary in the one caſe ; how defirable 
muſt the grace and favour of God: be in the other ? 
For it is @ (i) fearful thing for rich or poor, to fall into 
the hands of the . God. 


* Pa. xc. B.-L 
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FAMILIES 


1 a "74 "i 
SECTION_L 1 
Queſt. 1. Anza you a Chriſtian p 
Anſw. Ves. 
Queſt. 2. What is a Chriſtian Po 
Anſw. A perſon who has not only been baptized 
into the faith of Chriſt, but is alſo made a partaker of 
the Spirit of Chriſt; John iii. 5. for, if any man have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. Rom. viii. 9. 
As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
ſons of God: v. 14. and as many as have been bap- 
tized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, Gal, iii. 27. 
We x LL 


14777 99 
+158 ; 
. 
RT - 
, 


your baptiſmal vow and covenant, obliged to 


„„ ( 50. 5 Ps 
Quęſt. 3. Are you, as a Chriſtian, and according 0 


all known, duties, and to refrain from all known fin 7 
Anſw. Ves; otherwiſe it does not appear, nor it 


6 cannot be ſuppoſed that I am a Chriſtian ; or that 15 
am a partaker of, or governed by the Spirit of Chriſt. 


And in that caſe, my circumciſion is made uncircum- 


ciſion: Rom, ii. 25. i. e. my baptiſm is rendered no 


baptiſm.— He that nameth the name of Chriſt; ſhould 


Queſt, 44 How may it be known that you are 
governed or influenced by the Holy Spirit ? 
Anſw. By the fruits of the Spirit, m—_— in 


my life and converſation. - 


Queſt. 5. What are the fruits of the Spirit P 

Anſw, Love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 
neſs, goodneſs, faith, en temperance. Gal. v. 
26, 89. | 

Que ſt. 6. Will you then be 8 . 

Anſw. No; for the wicked ſhall be turned i into 


hell; and all the nations that forget God. P/a. ix. 17. 


Que. 7. Will you be an Hypocrite? _ 
Ago. No; for the hypocrite's hope ſhall periſh, 


Feb vii 13. 


Queſt. 8. Will a riches above ee 
 Hnſw, No; for the price of wiſdom is above | 


Rubies ; neither ſhall it be valued with an we 


1 XXVili, 18, 195 Prov. iii. 14. 
5 . e. 


| ( 16-3: 
| Queſt 9. Wilt you behave irreverently at chnch 2 
| Anſw,, No; for God will be ſanctißed in them 
that come nigh him, and before all the 7 n 
be glorified, Lev. x. g. | 
| Queſt. 10. Will you deep in church? 
 Anſw. No; for Eutychus, being afleep 8 St. 
Paul was * fell Aae, and was be ſi _ 


Acts xx. 9. 


Queſt, 11. Will you be a (abbath-breaker ? | 

Anſw. No; for God hath given this ſtri& charge: 
Remember the ſabbath-day, to keep it holy. Exod. 
xx. 8, And the ſabbath-breaker was e to death, 
by God's ſpecial command. Numb. xv. 35. 

Queſt. 12. Will you be undutiful to your parents ? 

Anſw. No; for God hath commanded, laying, 
Honour thy father and thy mother; Exod. xx. 12. 
And the eye that mocketh at his father, and deſpiſeth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley ſhall pick 
it out, and the young eagles ſhall eat it. Prov. xxx. 17. 

Queſt. 13. Will you ſteal, cheat and defraud ? 

Anſw. No; for God ſaith, Thou ſhalt not ſteal ; 
Exad, xx. 18. and he that getteth riches, and not by 
right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of his days, and at 
his end ſhall be a fool. Fer. xvũ. „ ie 

Queſt. 14. Will you be a liar? / 

Anſw. No; for the liar mall have his 35 in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone, Rev. 


XX1, 8. > : 
W's „ 


1 ( 52 5 
Queſt. 15. will you be a drunkard ? 
Anſco. No; for the drunkard ſhall mote enter into 
the kingdom of God. 1 Cor, vi. 10. | 
| | Queſt, 16. Will you be a wearer? 
Anſw. No; for becauſe of ſwearing the ind 
mourneth ; Fer. xxiii. 10, And our Lord prohibits 
this odious ſin,.— ſaying, ſwear not at all; Matt. v. 24. 
Queſt. 17. Will you take God's name in vain? 
Anſw. No; for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
leſs, who taketh his , name in vain, Exod. xx. 7. 
Lev. Xix. 12 | | 
Queſt. 18. Will you 160 proud ? | 
Anſw, No; for God reſiſteth the proud; and 
giveth grace to the humble. Jam. iv. 6. 
Queft. 19. Will you bear malice, or retain anger; 
hatred and revenge ? 
Anſw, No; for vengeance is mine, ſaith the Lord; 
Rom. xii. 19. And whoſoever hateth his brother is 
a murderer ; 1 John iii. 15. The ſun ſhould not go 
down upon our wrath; Epheſ, iv. 26. All bitterneſs, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking 
ſhould be put away from us, with all malice. v. 31. 
Queſt. 20. Will you ſpeak vain and idle words ? 
Anjw. No; for we muſt give an account of them 
in the day of judgment; Matt. xii. 36. Yea, and 
fooliſh talking and jeſting, is alſo forbidden by the 
Apoſtle; Epheſ. v. 4 
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SECTION 


SECTION IL 


| Queſt. 1, WHAT are the moſt proper means to en- 
able you to lead a godly life? | 
: Anſco. Serious conſideration; Pſa. cxix. 59. - 
Devout meditation; 1 Tims iv. 18. Prayer; 1 T. 
v. 17. hearing, Rom. x. 17. and reading God's Word; 
1 Tim. iv. 1g. with cloſe ſelf- examination. 2 Cor, xiii. 35. 
Queſt. 2. What ſhould be the "OM ſubjects of your 
Contemplation ? 
Anſw. That I have a God to fares; Heb. xii, 28. 
a ſoul to be ſaved; Mark viii. 36. a hell to eſcape; 
 P}a. ix, 17, and a Heaven to obtain ; Luke xii. 91. 
Quęſt. 3. What are the motives which excite you 
to pray, to hear and read God's word, &c. ? 
Anſw, They originate from theſe contemplations. . 
1, my lie is ſhort; Job „ my ſoul is immor- 
tal; 2 Tim. i. 10. g. my work is great; 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
1 my infirmities are many; Rom. vii. 23. 5. my 
enemies are numerous; Epheſ vi. 12. 6. Hell is ter- 
rible ; Mark ix. 44. 7. Heaven is glorious; 1 Cor. ii. 8B. 
9. God is juſt and holy; Pſa. clxv. 17. and all that 
may be done for my ſoul, muſt be done whilſt I re- 
main in this uncertain ſtate of probation, 2 Cor, vi. 2. 
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Ciel. 1 WHAT ſerious and 8 wehen, 


ſhould you frequently propoſe to yourlelt i 
Auſu. Theſe which follow. 5 
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ihe What ſtate is my ſoul in ꝰ if it be a ſtate of fin | 
and guilt, alas! how horrid, how awful is my fitua- 
tion! ſeeing my immortal ſpirit is ſuſpended, by the 
brittle thread of life, over the tremendous gulf of end- 
leſs Woe! And is this, O my ſoul! a ſtate to remain 


unconcerned i in ? | 7 


2, If God mould require my fout this EY in 
what ſtate ſhall death find me? Am I prepared to 
receive the ſummons ? If not, how can I. give ſleep to 
mine eyes, or flumber to mine eye-lids while I remain in 
this terrible ſtate ; not knowing but ' 185 awake 


with Dives in hell? T 
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3. What a happy caſe 1 ſhould be in, if my peace 
was made with God? Then, indeed, I might lay 
myſelf down in peace, and take my reſt ; for the Lord 
God would make me dwell in ſafety. Yea, the good 
Shepherd of Ijfrael, who neither flumbers nor ſleeps, would 
guard my bed, to defend and protect me againſt all my 
ſpiritual enemies; and be ready to eſcort my departing 

TOR into the manſions of everlaſting felicity, 
SECTION 
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SECTION IV. = 


Queſt. Ls | WHAT anions ought you to | propoſe 
to yourſelf in your daily ſelf examination T- EY 
Anſw. The Slowing 1 


1. Did 1 not indulge myſelf i in, my bed ol dk 
when I ought to have been on my knees, to offer my 
morning ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving to 15 
for his kind e the TOON * oe 


2. With what reverence and devotion have I joined 
in family duty laſt night, and this morning | 5 


4 „„ > 


3. Havel not neglefied. prayer, = ED ſome 
portion of God's word, this morning; or have I not 
performed that duty too ſuperficially ? ; 


4 Have I entertained vain thoughts, and indulged 
any criminal deſires; or, have countenanged or given 
ways to pride, anger, or r paſſion, t this day? 


5. Have I bridled my tongue, and W evil of no 


man ? Titus i il, 2. 


0 
* 


6. Have I watched 3 the temptations of this | 
day; Matt, xxvi. 41; and cautiouſly abſtained from : 
all appearance of evil P. 1 Thef, v. 22, Lp 


* Dy = 
2 9 -* I 4 


i} 3 56 ) 
$77 
4 7. Have 1 ee e myſelf properly, and renal i 
5 my. diſcourſe well in company; ſo that no corrupt . 
4 communication has proceeded out of my mouth, but 
11 that which was good to the ule of . ?P Ephef 
[4 iv. 29. 
0 8. ee I ſought and improved opportunities of 
. doing and of acquiring ſome good, this day ? 
4 9. Did 1 eat and drink, or om I did; have 
* I done all to the glory of God ? 1 Cor. x. 31. 
＋ 10. 1 80 I denied myſelf for God, and redeemed 
E my time, this day ? an v. 2 
4 1 we Have I bv diligent | all faithful in the diſ- 
"50 charge of all my duties and engagements ? 
of 12, Have I defrauded any man ; or have I done 
2 to others, as I would they ſhould do unto me? Matt. 
2} | vil. 12. 
* 13. Have J lived in the fear of God, and realized 
him to my mind, this day, as al ways preſent ? £700 
Ai. 8. 
14. Have I omitted any duty, which 1 ought to 
have done; or, have I committed any fin, which 1 


ought to have avoided, this day ? | 
e | 15. With ö 


* 


(s) 7 1 
J 15. With what diſpoſition of ſoul have I been en- 
gaged in private devotion and ſecret prayer, this day 


Thus we ſhould carefully examine our daily cons. 
duct; and where conſcience accuſes us of neglect, or 
affixes guilt for any tranſgreſſion, - may our hearts be 


duly humbled, to acknowledge the charge; that we 


may become more een and circumſpet i in future! 


SECTION & 5 


Queſt 1. HOW: may I know the Nate of my fit 
whether it be good or bad ? 

Anfw. If you live a vain and careleſs life? if 
your affections are principally fixed on things upon- 
carth; if you love the creature more than the Creator; 
if you indulge yourſelf in ſenſual gratifications; or if 
you take delight in, and encourage any known ſin ; — 


you may conclude that the e ſtate of your ſoul 
is bad. 


But if you are heartily concerned about your ſoul 


* 


and eternity; if your affections are, principally, fixed 


on things above; Col. iii, 2, if you do not indulge or 


entertain impure thoughts ; ; 2 Cor. x. 5. if you are not 
accuſtomed to ſpeak vain and idle words; Ephep. v. 4. 


Matt. xii, 36. nor habitually inclined to commit or 
countenance any ſinful action; Rom. vi. 12, 1 Theſ+ 
v. 22,—you may conclude, that the ſtate of your ſoul 
is good. N 5 + Olly 
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OR, MORE LAKGRLY, 


1. If the corruptions of your heart de you, | 
with abhorrence of yourſelf on their account; if you 
had rather be made perfectly holy, than enjoy all that 
may contribute to make you 9 in this life; Mark . 


viii. 36. 


2. If oy do not indulge yourſelf or acquieſce in 
any fin, though never ſo ſecret; if you deſire grace to 
ſanctify you, as well as mercy to pardon you ; if you 
had rather be delivered from the dominion of fin, than 


to ep the puniſhment it incurs; 


„ Afyon arcs league, or at peace with God's 
enemies; the Devil, Epheſ. iv. 27, the World, James 
iv. 4. and the F ſh; Rom, viii. 8, 


4. If the hana God, and the ſanction of his 
law, together with the remonſtrances of your own 
conſcience, operate more powerfully upon your heart 
and mind to deter and diſſuade you from ſinning, than 
the ſuggeſtions of the enemy, the allurements of the 
temptation and the criminal propenſities of your cor- 
rupt nature in prompting and OW: you to d 
with any ſin; + 


* 


5. If you ee more delight and ſatisfaction 


in the ſervice of God and the duties of religion, than 


in 


wy 
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1 x: 


in thi pleaſures of ſin, the enjoyments of this life and 


the gratification of moon! ſenſual hh areas : 


If, according to the wana terms, you s are born 


again; John iii. 7, If you arè renewed in the ſpirit 


of your mind ; Eph. i iv. 23, If you are brought from 
darkneſs into light, and from the power of Satan unto 


God; Acts xxvi. 18. If fin has no dominion over 
you; Rom. vi. 14. Being made free from ſin, if you 


are become the ſervant of God, having your fruit unto 


holineſs; Rom. vi. 22. as every tree is known by his 
own fruit; Luke vi. 44—you have great reaſon ho 


believe that your e ſtate is good. 
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SERIOUS EXHORTATION 


: oy 


DILIGENCE in RELIGION. 


F. ORASMUCH as man conſiſts of Body and 
Soul, it is aſtoniſhing to behold what care and pains 
are taken about the former, which muſt ſhortly | 
become a loathſome maſs. of corruption; and how. 
little concern is generally diſcovered! with reſpect to 

the latter, which muſt. exiſt. through all eternity, 
either in happineſs or in miſery; according ta our 
deportment in this—the only—ſtate of probation. 

Did men but ſeriouſly conſider what they are, and 
what they ſoon muſt be; how expeditiouſly would 

they endeavour to reform? how deliberately would 
they meditate ? how frequently would they have 
recourſe to prayer? how circumſpectly would they 
live? how diligently would they apply to the preſent. 


{ 62 ) £ 
means bf grace, in order to ſecure a ſolid hope of 
fature glory? All their life would; be a continuat 
preparation for death; as all this life is but a ſhort | 
paſſage to it. And how can that perſon think of 
dying, whilſt he is uncertain whether his departing 
foul ſhall be admitted into heaven, or baniſhed to 
hell ? Reader, remain not unconcerned, in ſuch 
a dangerous ſtate of ſpiritual ignorance and blindneſs; | 
be not deceived in a matter of ſuch infinite concern, 
of ſuch awful conſequence, Examine thyſelf, Whether 
thou art a real chriſtian ; prove thy ownjelf : 2 Cor. xiii, 
5, the trial deſerves thy peculiar attention, thy moſt 
earneſt application. If thou wert about to claim thy 
right. and title to an earthly Eſtate, thou wouldeſt be 
ſolicitous to have recourſe to, and peruſe thoſe deeds 
which are to prove and aſcertain thy right to the ſame. 
And art thou diſpoſed to claim thy title, as an Inhe- 
ritor of the Kingdom of Heaven? then ſearch the 
Scriptures; John v. 39. but if thou art not a compe- 
#i tent judge of theſe authentic Records thyſelf, apply 
5 j do thoſe who are more converſant in nnn Science 
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10 aſt thee in this important undertaking, I 
ſhall propound the following queſtions ; and I beſeech | 
you, as in the preſence of God, at whoſe tribunal you 
muſt ere long be judged, to anſwer them without any 


. cvaſion or Tubterfuge. 1 
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Queſt. 1, Hath your foul ke your everl aſting 8 

engaged more of your ſerious thoughts and regard, 
than your 5 0 and 182 a n! 


Queſt, 2. Do you wen believe that your fins are 
odious, and that if God ſhould condemn you to eter- 


nal woe, he would do.no more than what ou juſtly 
deſerve f „ 


Oueſt. 3 3. Have you not only heard; but e 
and believed, that as a finner you have as much need 
of Chriſt to ſave you from the bitter pains of eterrial 
death, as a condemned malefactor has of the kind in- 
terpoſition of his Sovereign, to pardon and ſave him 


from the execution of the ſeutence juſtly paſt upon 


him, according to—and for violating—the laws of his 
country? And is Chriſt, on that account, more 
deſireable and precious to you, than all the rreafures and 
the comforts 9 chis world ? 


Queſt. 4. bias TY Feige in your heart, that 


the love and favour of God is far better than all the 5 


enjoyments of this life? that all thoſe who die in the 
Lord, Rev. xiv, 13. ſhall be admitted into incon- 
ceivable bliſs, and endleſs j joy; and do you prefer the 


felicity above to, and wiſh more ardently to partake of 


it than—all the honours, riches, and pleaſures this 
world can afford 2 | 


G 2 La Queſt. 
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Queſt, 8. Have you analy: coneeived that all who 
will be admitted into heaven, muſt be regenerated; 
ſanctified and renewed in their minds and affections, 
by the grace and ſpirit of God ? and have you ear- 
neſtly deſired to experience this happy change wrought 
in your heart, that you may entirely ſubmit to the will 
and the law of God ? knowing that a man is not to be 
judged according to his perſuaſion or profeſſion, but 
according te his practice: 1 Pet. i. 17. And that ge- 
nuine Faith is always operative, - productive of good 


fruits, and is diſcernible by its inſeparable concomi - 
tants, Love and Obedience. | 


Queſt. 6. Do you feel and lament the evil and 
abomination of ſin; your natural corruption, the 
wicked propenſity of your carnal and ſenſual affec- 

| tions? your want of faith, and love to God ?—And 


are thoſe ſins of your heart and life, the e trou- 
ble and burden of 22 55 ſoul SO 
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' Queſt. 7. Can you truly ſay, that you do not 15 | 
in, nor indulge any known fin ? that you heartily. 
wiſh to ſurmount every ſinful propenſity; and had 
rather be intirely free from fin, than to poſſeſs all the 
menen and riches of this world ? rn 
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Queſt. 8. Will conſcience bear you witneſs, that 
when you are tempted to your moſt beloved fin, God's 
authority which forbids it, is more powerful to reſtrain 


* 8 
* A 1 
1 1. Mo 
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is 65 + | 
you from an it, than the combined force of - 


) 
: the temptation and your own huſk and _ to excite, 
5 and allure you to it; | „„ 


1 . ok 9. Are you en willing to wait on God, to 
1 obtain his grace, in the conſtant uſe of prayer, of 
" hearing his word, of meditation and of the company 
| and counſel of godly perſons ; and to adhere even to 


. KU the ftrifteſt:*means and diſcipline which divine wiſe 

33 dom has inſtituted and ordained, in order to obtain 

: {ſalvation ? W Yo * : 
Queſt. 10. a you . 3 that you had ; 

PE rather be 3 of all that can 1 adminiſter to your 

125 68 3 818 . _ happineſs 


Ls * We are not, indeed, to depend upon, or to confide-in, the 
means themſelves; but our dependance muſt be upon, and our 
confidence placed in h:s ſupreme power and authority, as well 
as his veracity and fidelity, who has appointed them, When 0 
and what God commands, it is our duty to obey. The ſound 
of rams horns, Foſk. vi. 20. muſt, ſurely, have been deemed, 
by carnal reaſon, but a' contemptible mean to batter down 2 
ſtrong wall; and the craſhing of earthen pitehers, Judge vii. 20. 
a feeble expedient to confound and deſtroy a formidable army: 
but being enjoined by ſupreme authority, and performed in full 
confidence in, and reliance on divine wiſdom and power, the 
effects ſufficiently evinced their force and deſignation, With. 
God all things are poſſible, Mark x. 27. yea, and all things are 
poſſible to him that believeth, Mark ix, 23. How admirable 
are the atchievements of faith? ſee its effects exemplified;; 
Heb. xi. peruſe 1 Cor. i, 18. to the end: alſo 2 Cor. 10. 4. 
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| happiness in this life, nne be deſtitute of the grae 5 


bas God, nee 


. Chriſtians, we ſhould 1 our affe 
tions as well as our actions ought to be changed and 
regulated; ſee Marl vii. v. 21 to v. 24, &c. that ue 


PE MOINES with reverence and godly fear 


. 
fs The hprmnele and en of the Gil: allo 


us for the performance of this great work, ſhould 


quicken our diligence and application, When a few 
days are elapſed, the place that knows us now, ſhall 
know us no more. Time makesa rapid and irreſiſtible 
progrels ; ; in the mean while, many diſeaſes are ready 


to attack us, and the pampered fleſh muſt ſoon fall a 
ſacrifice to death, to the grave, and the reptile tribe: 
he ſhroud and the coffin will ſoon phy the utmoſt. 


bounds of 81888 n 1 


2. Our enemies are many; are ſtrong and 8 | 
as they are formidable, Their enmity is great and 
implacable againft us ; they are naturally inclined to 


- feek our deſtruſtion, and to glory ir in our ry ang | 


% 


4 The various talents we are entruſted with, the 
means we erjoy, the mercies we have received, loudly 
call 


call ſor our gratitude and obedience. The ſun, moon, 
and ſtars wait upon, and attend us with their light 
and kind influence. The earth, with all her furni- 
ture and production, adminiſters to our fatis faction 
and delight. The indefinite number of plants, flowers, 
fruits, birds, and beaſts, offer their ſervice to render 
_ our lives comfortable and happy. The ſea, with its 
innumerable inhabitants; the air, the wind, the clouds, 
the rain, the dew, the froſt, the ſnow, the fire are 
all ſubſervient to contribute to our welfare. Vea, the 
Angels are miniſtering ſpirits ſent forth to conſult and 
promote our happineſs. Heb. i. 14. The patience and 
loving-kindneſs of God, doth wait upon us for good: 
our amiable Redeemer tenders his grace and mercy ; 
and the Holy Spirit ſtrives with our obſtinate hearts, 
perſuadin g us to accept the terms 1 W e 
in the golpel ! | 


4 T bee n prove, there can be no danger 
of being too cautious in this important affair. In 
worldly concerns this may be, and often is the caſe; 
but with reſpect to thoſe things: which/ concern the 
ſoul, no man ever was, or ever can be too ſolicitous, 
For heaven will more than compenſate all the labour, 
and diligence taken here about our eternal welfare; and 
what are all the fatigues and difficulties of TIME, com- 

pared with e ETE £xniry?. La Eh 


1 68 1 5 

5. Suppoſe it was: 5 poſlible, to have the opinion af 

! who are now conſigned to ſuffer the eternal 
wrath of God, relpefting the poſſibility of being too 
ſerious and diligent i in ſeeking and ſecuring ſalvation; 
you may eaſily conjefture what their ſentiment would 
be on the important ſubject. Yea, if you will admit 
the judgment of dying chriſtians on this head, you 
may ſoon be convinced ; as perſons of the moſt exem- 
plary and pious characters, when they are about to 
quit this life, uſually lament their former inadvertency 

| and unfaithfulneſs, N their 8 to Gods and 
4 to o their own ſoul. . 
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6. ine Bleſſed Lord, the moſt bempetent Juba 
faith, that many ſhall eek to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but ſhall not be able ; Luke xiii. 24. A formal 
phariſaic ſeekrng either for grace or for glory, will not 
avail ; unleſs we earneſtly' and heartily tribe. But 
when any perſon is truly convinced of his danger 
and his duty, he will be {ſtrongly impelled to ſirwve, as 
in an agony, in order to find admittance through the 
Nerait gate ; and to avoid that broad frequented and fa- 

ſhionable way, Matt. vii. 1g. which leads down to the 
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Cl infernal gulf of everlaſting miſery. 5 

. 7. God has decreed that heaven cannot be obtained 
[If upon any other terms, than thoſe revealed to us in the 
1 goſpel. Reſt muſt always ſucceed labour; unleſs 


therefore 


. 
Os — 


WP = CMS 
4 n 


TS 


(iS ) 
therefore we hootines a ſerious, diligent; fendfaſt,” un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work f the Lord, 


1 Cor. xv. 38. our pretended labour and e for 
heave ven ang ke ature 6 will ity OO. 


In 405 then to tir PP IL POO part to hier 


o ſeriouſly and immediately upon this moſt neceſſary 
and important duty, I ſhall ſuhjoin the following pro- 
poſitions ; and 1 intreat you to rh them e 
to your” own eee | 


5 "— 11 Suppoſe ya evhiinddN nich or ho- 


nourable by religion; would you not, for that end, 
greedily embrace it ? but are not the glories and felici- 
ties of heaven, much ſuperior to all the dignities and 


treaſures that A Im. on earth * 


Py o 8 - £ 


Propof. '2. artec the: tas of the land were to 


inflict a capital puniſhment upon every ſabbath-breaker, 
upon every one that ſhould” omit family or ſecret 
prayer, or ſhould abſent him or herſelf from public 
worſhip ; or upon ſuch as ſhould behave irreverently 
in the ſervice of God, and paſs the ſentence of death 
upon every ſuch wilful tranſgrefſor,—with what | cir- 


cumſpettion, in that caſe, would every individual con- 


duct himſelf? But alas! eternal death is much more : 


terrible than that which can only kill the body: Matt. 
x. 28, and does not the law of God pronounce that 


tremendous ſentence, againſt every ſinner? Exel. 
| XVIll, 4. Rom. vi. 2. Prepef. 
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. ' Prepof. 3. Suppoſe it were God's nn method} 
of ſignalizing his diſpleaſure againſt ſinners, by 
puniſhing every ſin with ſome preſent judgment; ſo 


that as ſoon as any perſon ſhould take the Lord's name 
in vain, ſwear, curſe, advance a falſhood, get drunk, 
backbite, defraud, or cheat his neighbour, &c. he 


ſhould be inſtantly ſtruck dead, blind, dumb, or lame, 
in the very place where the ſin was committed: how | 


cautious would ſuch a judgment make men in their 
behaviour? And yet reaſon muſt evince, that 
eternal wrath and condemnation is much more ſormi- 


dable than even theſe alarming e of divine 


e ö 5 


ag : 


4 


Propoſ. 4. Suppoſe one of your late acquaintances 


and companions in ſin, ſhould be permitted to come 
from the dead, and inform you that he ſuffered, and 
muſt for ever ſuffer the torments of hell for thoſe fins 


you are guilty of; and for neglecting thoſe duties 
which you neglect. Suppoſe this alarming meſſage | 


was delivered to you in your bed-chamber this night, 


with this additional precaution O take heed of this 
carnal, vain, deluſive, and unholy life; ſet thyſelf 
to ſeek the Lord, with all thy might; negle& not thy 


precious ſoul ; prepare for death andeternity ; other- 


' Wiſe thou alſo ſhalt be condemned to ſuffer thoſe eternal 


agonies, which I muſt ſuſtain amongſt execrable ſpi- 
rits, in that horrible place out of which I ſhall never 


gs - 


* 


„„ 
be releaſed ! ! How would ſuch an addreſs affect 155 ] 
and, what influence would it have on your future con- 
duct 7 Such an awful viſitation muſt alarm if it does 
not convince and probably it may have no more effect 
than, for the preſent, to alarm the ſtupid and inadver- 


: | 


tent ſinner: as our Lord himſelf declares, that if ſuch 


perſons hear not Mofes and the Prophets, they will not be 
perſuaded though one roſe from the dead, Luke xvi. 31. 
For the meſſages and denunciations delivered by | 
Moſes and the Prophets, are equally as pointed, as : 
pertinent and particular; yea, and as alarming alſo. 
Attend to Moſes' declaration, Numb. xxxii. 2g. Be 

ſure your fins will find. you out. Contemplate the tre- 
1 anathemas announced in the 27th chap, of 
Deut. Hear the awful predictions recorded by the 
Palm, Pal. ix. 17, The wicked fhall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God. Upon the wicked 
God ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an horrible 
tempeſt ; this ſhall be the portion of their cup. Pſal. xi. 
6. View the atteſtations publiſhed by the Prophets: 
The finners in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath, ſurpriſed 
the hypocrites i who among us ſhall dwell with the devouring 
fire ? Who among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings ? 
ja. xxxiii. 14. Your fins have withholden good things 
from you. Fer. v. 25. Behold the day cometh that ſhall 
burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly all be flubble ; and the day that cometh jhall burn 
them up, faith the Lord of hoſts, that it ſhall leave them 
eit ier Foo nor branch, Malac. iv. 1.— But our inat- 
| | tention 
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tention-is ſtill more inexcuſable; Chir tines the ſolemn 
aſſeverations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles to confirm the 
direful alarm; yea, as Chriſt hath bot died and riſen. 
| again? Rom, xiv. 9. and hath alſo left this ſolemn | : 
record, as a teſtimony agairtſt | every incredulous and 
obſtinate ſinner, which leaves ſuch, intirely without 
 excuſe;z—1f'T had not come, and ſpoken to them, they 
had not had fin ; but now they have no for hs 
Joh: xv. 29, DE | 


Propoſe. 3. F you were fully b that 


"ils ths very laſt day you have to live in this world; 


how, would you ſpend it? If you were ſure, when 
you go to bed this night, that you ſhould never ſee or 
enjoy. another day i in this world; would not ſuch a 
perſuaſion cauſe your thoughts and apprehenſions 
about death and eternity to become more ſolemn and 
ſerious ? If you were fully convinced, when you are 
about to be engaged in prayer, or in any other aft 
of devotion, that it was the very laſt time you ſhould 
ever be permitted to be ſo engaged; would not ſuch 
a conviclion cauſe you to be more earneſt and impor- 
tunate in your duty? Alas] you know not but it 
may be the laſt; and, you muſt reſt. mares" that 
opportunity cannot be at a great diſtance. 


In human Hearts what bolder chought can riſe, _ 
Than man's preſumption on to-morrow's dawn ? 
Where is to-morrow ? In another World! 


Young. 


Propof: 


4 75 1 EP 
| Propoſe by Suppoſe you were to behold th wie | 
_ diſſolution of the world, and all the pomp and glory 
of it reduced to aſhes ? ſuppoſe you ſaw all on fire 

around you; ſumptuous buildings, magnificent caſtles, 
populous cities, wealthy kingdoms, land and water; 
the earth and the heavens in one univerſal con- 
flagration? All the honours, riches: and delights' of 
mortals, for which they barter their ſouls, vaniſhed 
for ever! How would ſuch a fight affect you And 
yet, ſuch a fight will, and may ſoon be exhibited. 1 
ſhall therefore propound the queſtion in the words of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12. Seeing all theſe things ſhall 
be diſſolved, what manner of perſons ought ye to be in all 
holy converſation and godlinefs ? looking for, and haſtening 
unto the coming of the day f God, wherein the Heavens - 
being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the elements jhall melt 
with fervent heat + when the earth alſo and * works that 
are hes be burnt _ v. 10. T4 


Propoſe 7. e you tack: nh tanks < the 
judgment of the great day; the judge ſeated, the books 
opened, the ' innumerable multitude flanding and 
trembling on the left hand of the auguſt tribunal ; up- 
braided and accuſed of their rebellion and incorrigibles . 
neſs; of all their paſt ſins, both of omiſſion and com- 
miſſion ; and at laſt, condemned to perpetual miſery! 
what manner of life would you be inclined to lead in 
future? But ſuch a fight you ſhall behold; and not 
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Propof.'8. Suppoſe you ih ond once have à fight of 


| Hell, and viewthoſe unhappy fouls, ho are condenin- 
ed there to "endleſs torments? Süppoſe you could 


Hear their horrible howlin; gs and execrations; upbraid - 
ing arid accuſing themſelves for their former fins and 


wickedneſs; for their inattention, and neglect of 
duty; and For all the vices and vanities which had 


been he occafion of their miſery;—of their unſupport- 


Able and endleſs wee? What fenfations muſt ſuch a 


fight produce, and What influence wourd it have upon 
your conduE in future? And yet every impenitent 
mmer ſhall 'n6t only Je this Horrid ſcene, but mult 


 Mibvitably endure, © the e bitter pains of eternal death fe 


Propof 9. Suppoſe you had ſuffered thoſe torments 
but for orie year, or «five month; and that God 
ſhould afterwards permit you to feturn into this world 
again; to live here for ſome monthi, or years, as ou = 
do now in a ſtate of probation ; how would you u ſpend 
thoſe few months or years ? How horrid and alartnir 


| then would the found of heHHand damnation, of oaths 


our Ears? HowTeventtiity 


and imprecatiofis, be to y 
Would you'converſe about Gd and religion, abont 


Hen and eternity; How devoutly would you Iperd 
your 


oh i <a PPP. AAA Coo te. > 


* 


a your time in megitstions and prayer ? Hay 3 
would you watch againſt all temptations to ſin and 
vanity; and endeavour to ahſtain from all appearance 
_ of euil? How earneſtly would you admoniſh 5 pro- 
| Ligate.and the profane, to take heed to their ways ; to 
repent, leſt they periſhy and come. te... a fearfub. end ln — 
But why ſhould not faith conyince us, as well as ſenſe. 
and fight? The. reaſon is obvious; becauſe we do not 
believe God: otherwiſe his word and authority would 
have the ſame influence and effect upon us, as that 
which is wropght in conſequence of our natural ſen- 
ſation and conviction, The. ald.ſerpent ſtill inſinustes, 
e fall not furdy die; Gen. iii, 4+ ande Qs 5 
moptals pay mare deference. and attention, tg, its in- 
Gat _ of 


| 3 ia. 9 r 8 | 
taking af.the glories of heaven, and- had there joined _ 
with. faints. and angels in celebrating the praiſes fl. 
God and the Lamb; and were afterwards fent down f 
into this world again ah would. you demean vaur- 
ſelf? Would you think any attention or diligence tao 


I much in your.chriſtian wocajtion.?. What infignificant 
| trifles would all the pomps and vanities, the honours, 
riches and pleaſures of this tranfient and uncertain 
life appear; which giddy mortals fo greedily purſue | 
and. fo anxiquſly covet, even at the hazard of their 
arme N ?2 With what amazement, deteita- 
| . tion 


hs (6) 1 

tion and korrot, would you view 66; and ſinners in⸗ 

bit curring the divine diſpleaſure; and forfeiting their. 

1 everlaſting felicity for tranſient enjoyments, for vain 
and unſatisfactory delights? Who, being deſtitute of 
internal reſources of pleaſure and ſatisfaction, are im- 
pelled to have recourſe to external conduits, which 
indeed, are but broken ciſterns, Jer. ii. 18. that can 

hold no genuine Wb e of real conſolation, 1 54 
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All che pre e that may y be formed in na- 
5 ture.” are infinitely too inſignificant to convey any 
zuſt conception of the excellence'of celeſtial delights; 
either in reſpett to the place, to the perſons; or to the 
enjoyments. As to the place, what reſemblance does 
a barren, dreary wilderneſs bear, with the moſt fer- 
tile and delightful country ? What compariſon can be 
made between a poor, deſpicable cottage; a gloomy 
priſon, a decayed hoſpitator a ruinous infirmary,—and 
the moſt ſplendid and magnificent palace? —As to the 
perſons, what reſemblance do poor, miſerable and 
dying invalidsbear, to glorified ſaints and angels? And 
as to the enjoyments, what compariſon can be either 
made or conceived, between the periſhing riches, the | 
vague honours and the paltry pleaſures of this mortal * 
life, —and thoſe eternal and ſubſtantial delights, thoſe 
unabated joys, thoſe confluent reſources of pleaſures, 
| which exiſt and flow at God's right hand for ever- 
more ? Plal, xvi. 11. For eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart. of man, the things which 
| Goa hath IT for MAY that love him, 1 Cor. ii. 9g. 
Between 
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Between finite and finite things, however different 
in their degrees of excellency, ſome proportion, not- 
withſtanding, does exiſt; but between finite and inſi- 
nite things, no proportion whatſoever can poſſibly be 
conceived: And ſuch elevated views, ſuch indefinite 
conceptions, ſhould attract our affections, as the 
magnet does the needle, ſo as to fix them Py” 

on above. 


And 8. ways of Gul are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths are peace; Prov. iii. 17. it affords » 
| ample compenſation for all the duty and application, 
the ſtudy and diſcipline it enjoins and inculcates, even 
in this life. What conſolation does it afford in 
trouble ? what ſupport in affliction, when all other 
reſources fail ? yea, what confidence in death? Con- 
template Pſal. xvi, g. &c. Prov, xiv. g2. 1 Core xv. 
57. 2 Cor. iv. 17.—v. 1. Rev. xiv. 134, & c. 


The religious only know the pleaſures of religions - 


Thoſe whoſe minds are earthly: and ſenfual, are utter | 


ſtrangers to ſpiritual peace and joy; nu xiv. 27. 
Prov. xiv. 10. 1 Cor. ii. 14. having no appetite to 
reliſh thoſe celeſtial comforts and - delights, Rom. xiv. - _ 
17,—XV., 13. Which the godly anticipate, and mens ; 
religion only can ee 5 | 


— 


a —A:SOLEMN: 


* 


5012 NN EXHORTATI ON 


| 16 5 


it 


IMPROVE TIME. 


* 


"Bu. great Lord and . of the + an 
has placed the children of men on this earth, as 
ſtewards and reſponſible beings ; and has entruſted 
them with their reſpective talents, to be employed, 
according to his will and direction, for their own ad- 
vantage, for the benefit of others, as well as for the 
praiſe and glory of the indulgent donor ; ; who has 
annexed rewards and puniſhments, as an incentive to 
fidelity, and a diſcouragement to indolence and neg- 
le&, in improving thoſe talents: the original right 
of all we poſſeſs, being inveſted in him; for what 
have we, that we have not received ?. 1 Cor. i iv. 7. At 
the awful day of judgment, when the Lord Jeſus 
8 will n every individual before his im- 
partial 


al 


3 


partial tribunal, our reſpective accounts ſhall be au. 
dited and adjuſted. God's comptroller within, even 


our own conſcience, and his regiſter without, even 
his book of remembrance, will then ſubſtantiate 
every charge, and produce a juſt and deciſive evi - 
ence of all that has been dane, ſpoken or thought 
by us, in this ſtate of probation; Rom. ii. 15, 16. 


2 Cor. v. 10, When a ſtrict ſcrutiny ſhall be made 


into our life and converſation; how we have em- 


ployed and improved, or neglected and ſquandered 


away thoſe ſeveral talents and bleſſings, both of pro- 
vidence and grace, with which we have been in- 
dulged: more eſpecially, of the time and opportuni- 


ties granted us to work out our ere and ſecure f 
our everlaſting Ys 


As in the preſence of that univerſal Judge, before 
whom you ſhall be. ſoon ſummoned to appear, de- 


 liberately attend to, and ſolemnly apply the following 


propofitions ; calculated and intended to quicken and 
excite our diligence and reſolution, reſpecting our 
moſt intereſting and OPT duty. 


Propoſ. 1. Have you ſeriouſly confidered, how | 
ſhort and uncertain the time of your ſojourning here 
on earth is? that you are but as creatures of a day; 
and that it is but a little while before you mult go hence, 
and be no more feen, Plal, xxxix\, 1g. Your glaſs is in- 

F ceſlantly 


4 . 
| celantly running ; Every beating pulſe enumerates che 
tranſient moments o 


while you are thinking, ſpeaking, or acting, you are 
poſting to your final, unchangeable ſtate. And how 
ſhortly you will be there! Suppoſe you have ten, 
twenty, or fifty years. to remain in this life; (although = 
you are mot ſure of an hour,) how ſoon they will paſs- 
away—and, you are gone / Pſal. xc. 10. Take a retroſpect 
ol the time you have already lived? with what amaz- 
ing velocity has it fled ; and what a dream does it ap- 
pear ? That alſo which is to come, will paſs by with 
the ſame reſiſtleſs rapidity, _ Hark! that knell! attend 
to the ſolemn ſound! It ſpeaks, it proclaims f in mourn- 
ful accents,.— A ſoul is departed! is gone into eternity! * 
— Behold that opened vault! that gaping grave! 
that gloomy crowd! that diſmal charnel-houſe, where 
death depoſits his trophies! a few years ago that ſkull 


was covered, like thine, with comely locks, tl thoſe empty 


holes were filled with ſparkling. eyes; thoſe hollow 


pits with blooming cheeks : that grinny mouth did 
then ſmile as gracefully as thine does, or may do. : 
Yea, thoſe mouldering ſhivers conſtituted. a. body i in 


ſymetry, beauty and vivacity, equal, and, perhaps, 
ſuperior. to thine own! With what ſolemn lectures, O . 


man, O woman, do all theſe diſmal objects addreſs 


thy roving ene ? Whilſt thouſands, of every = 
ow vn, and fall at thy right hand | 
and at thy left, will conſcience permit thee to be idle 


age and ſex, 


and 


f your deſtined period; and then 
ceaſes for ever. However you are engaged, - yea, 


* » - 


—— 


t%) ny 


and unconcerned ? Doth not he roflection check 
and alarm you ?- Can you remain careleſs and un- 
moved whilſt the bell is tolling; whilſt the fick are 
groaning; whilſt every breath and pulſe ſhould con- 
vinee you that you are haſting to your end? Have 
you ever confidered, how wonderfully this machine, 

your body, is formed, —and how marvellous it is, chat 
all its parts and organs; its arteries, veins, nerves 
muſcles, fibres, &c. ſhould be preſerved, in ſuch ex- 
quiſite order, even for one year; yea, for one day? If 
you are not attacked with pain, or feized by ficknefs, 
to admoniſh and alarm you of your approaching fate, 


you cannot but be convinced of the frailty of your 


corruptible frame, and how ſhort your abode in your 
preſent ſituation may be, in compariſon of the time 
you muſt dwell in. duſt and darkneſs, Eccleſ. xi. 8. 
And can any rational being, capable of ſuch refleg- 
tions, waſte his time'in pampering, adorning, and in- 
dulging what muſt ſoon become a maſs of corruption; 
and, in the mean while negleR, and riſk the welfare 
of that part, which muſt exiſt for ever ?—1 am really 
-aſhamed, faid one of the primitive fathers, ® to ſee fo 
much wealth laviſhed away, in order to hide what 
modeſty requires us to conceal. —And, what would his 
ſentiments be, on the occafion, was he to W 
fome of the. faſhions of the-proſent age? 


 Projeſe. 2. Canfider, deliberately, that you. are now ” 
negotiating for _ and at And how 
truly 


* 


* Clemens of Alexandria. 
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iy eib e Who has riſked His All i 
one -leaky barge, on One precarious voyage? Who 
has embarked all his property to be expoſed: to the 
mercy of every wave, of every blaft, which may, 
in a moment, deprive him of the fource of all His 
comfort, —of all his happineſs 7 And ſuch is his la- 
mentable caſe, whoſe views are confined within the 
narrow precint᷑ts of this uncertain ſtate. The wiſ⸗ 
dom, diligence, and application of the children of this 
world, notoriouſly condemn the conduct of the children 
of light; Luke xvi. 8. even of thoſe who pretend to be- 
lieve the goſpel. In matters of worldly concern, what 
forecaſt, what prudence and induſtry's diſcernible in 
the condu of mortals? what attention, what applica - 
tion, what vigour, life and expedition? And ſhall the 
' intereſt and concerns of the body, and of this vain, 
tranſitory, and unſatis factory ſtate, engage our 

thoughts and reſolutions more than thoſe of our ſoul 
and eternity If the preſent opportunity is neglected, 
it can no more be recalled than the rapid ſtream that 
has paſſed by Aay hold, therefore, on the preſent 
ſeaſon, without any further: delay. The angel in the 
revelation, chap. x. v. 6. ſwears That time ſiall be 
no longer; and none but God can tell, how ſoon time 
may be ſwallowed up in eternity. Life, on account 
of its ſhortneſs and "uncertainty, is compared to a 
bubble, a flower, a-vapour, a ſhadow, &c. Eternity 
depends upon chis moment; an eternity of inſypport- 
able woe, or inconceivable bliſs, Let us then, as 

” - wile 
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tinues; for the night appr roaches, 
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5 wik 8 improve the preſent hour, 018 the ta | 


the day of grace con- 
when no man can 
work ; Fohn ix. 4. God will not put up for ever with 
the indi gnities, the reproaches, and the inſults repeat - 
edly offered him by daring, vain, and deluded 1 mortals. 
a1 he will whet his « fword, as he hath bent his bow and 
made it ready, Pal: Vil. 12, againſt the diſſolute, the 
preſumptuous, ang incorrigible. Reaſon muſt evince, 5 
that repeated affronts offered to a friend, will incur 
his diſpleaſure ; and excite him to ſhun our company 5 
and our habitation. Who then will preſume to in- 
ſult the moſt high ? will trifle with his own ſoul, with 
his ſalvation and eternity ? Let ſuch;advert to the fate 
of the fool recorded in the goſpel, Luke xii, 20, the in- 
dolence of the \foolijh virgins, Matt. xxv. g. the futile. 
delay of Felix, Acts xxiv. 25. the inadvertency of 


lents we, now poſſeſs, whillt : 


Eſau, Heb. xii. 16, 17. and the inattention of the ante - 


deluvians, who, having contemned Noah, and being 
out of the ark when' the deluge came, would gladly . 
have climbed up to the ſummit of lofty mountains, 
trees or turrets, for ſafety; but too late — for the © flood i 


: 8 5 deferoyed 1 15 we Luke xvii, 26, 27. 


Loo true on this head, is the Le adduced by 
the i Ingenious Mr.  Cowper, who Juſtly obſerves, that. 


Buſineſs, vain Amuſements, Care or Mirth, 
Divide ”e frail Inhabitants of Earth. | 


* 


2 . = The 


* 
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from ſcriptural analogy, may be compared to the ſea, _ 


— to a wilderneſs, and to the camp of war; and is it, 
on ſuch an hypotheſis, conſiſtent with the character 
of a rational Being, a Paſſenger embarked on an 
hazardous voyage, in perpetual jeopardy, conſtantly _ 
expoſed to the fury of the wind and waves, —to be 
inattentive to his ſafety and welfare? or for a tra- 


veller to ſolace himſelf with impertinent. amuſements, 


' whilſt he is advancing through a dangerous and inhoſ- 
pitable deſert? or that a ſoldier ſhould attend to trifles,— 

whilſt he is ſtationed on a ſpecial guard, whilſt he is 
_ exerciſing on the parade, or is actually engaged againſt 
the enemy, in the field of battle? No; for the plea- 
ſures and delight of a chriſtian do not conſiſt in carnal 
7 and ſenſual enjoyments,—the low, brutal, and animal 
kind, ſuch as pleaſe the profligate, the inadvertent 
and the vain ; his are of a ſpiritual and intellectual na- 
ture, which adminiſter ſuperior joys, ſuch as are re- 


ſerved for and await him in heaven, in the company 8 


of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; for the parti- 
cipation of which he was originally formed, and 
principally defigned. His views therefore are not 
confined to the tranſient ſcenes of this precarious 
ſtate, but his greateſt care, defire, and ambition is, 
—among the ſundry and manifold changes of the 
world, to have his heart ſurely fixed where true joys _ 
are to be found; and to paſs through things temporal, f 
ſo as finally not to loſe the things eternal. 


1 | Propoſ. 3. 
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* Propof. 3. Have you ſolemnly animadverted on the 


work you have to do; and on what important buſineſs - 
you came into the world? That is, to do all that ever 


muſt or can be done to ſecure everlaſting happineſs, 


and to avoid eternal miſery. Should God vouchſafe 


to enlighten your underſtanding, to diſcern your ſi- 


tuation and your duty, you would be convinced, that 


you have an ignorant mind to be inſtructed; that 


your ſoul is depraved by fin : is naturally averſe to 


God! attached and enſlaved to the world and the fleſh; 


That this ſoul muſt be renewed and regenerated ; for 
without ſuch a renovation you are unqualified for 

the life of grace here, and the life of glory hereafter. 
You would be further convinced, how many weighty 
leſſons you have to learn; how many carnal paſſions, 
and ſenſual propenſities, you have to be mortified ; 


How many temptations you have to overcome ; how 


many graces you have to obtain, and then to be ex- 
erciſed, ſtrengthened, and preſerved: that it is not ſo 
eaſy, as the vain and preſumptuous imagine, to acquire 
a true and lively faith ; a contrite heart ; a tender and 
faithful conſcience ; a fervent deſire after holineſs ; 
ſtedfaſt reliance on, and a well grounded 00 
in God; a true zeal, filial fear, an abſolute reſigna- 


tion to the divine will; ſincere obedience, hatred of 


all ſin, fervent love to God, and e in his ſer- 
Vice, | 


How 


. © 


. 


How eſſential it is to the Chriſtian's duty. ey vo- 
cation, to love his neighbour as himſelf; to love his 
enemies; to render good for evil; to be content in 


the ſituation aſſigned him by Providence; to deny 


himſelf; to be patient and humble under every diſ- 


penſation; to poſſeſs a catholic ſpirit; to be aſſiduous 
to promote the public good; to live in godly love 


and univerſal charity, and to praftiſe every other 


relative and ſocial duty, as one who muſt give an 


Account. That it is alſo a duty incumbent on every 
chriſtian, to have frequent recourſe to devout medi- 
tations, ſelf-examination, reading and prayer ; dili- 
gently to inſtruct his children and family, and attend 
to ſuch precepts and obligations as the goſpel incul- 


. Cates, and recommends towards ſuperiors, equals, 
inferiors, and towards all mankind; and that it is a 
matter of no ſmall concern or difficulty to govern and 
regulate the heart, the thoughts, the tongue, the 


paſſions and affeftions, — And do all theſe duties call 
for, and require your attention? What leiſure have- _ 
you then to attend to trifles ; ; or to be/engaged in 
doing what ought to be undone? - You would de- 


ſervedly condemn the conduct of that poor, incon- 


ſiderate wretch, who, having a family and no more 


than a few ſhillings that he may call his own, ſpends 


one half, or two thirds of his whole pittance on ſelf- 
indulgence, on pleaſures and amuſements ; and would 


as us explode his apology, as an aggravation of his 
TS „ extravagance, 


(8) 


extravagance, if he ſhould affirm that ſuch indulgence, 
pleaſures or amuſements were lawful and faſhionable. 
But alas! is not the conduct of inconſiderate finners, 
who laviſh away their time and talents on vanity and 
vice, much more inexcuſable; as the duties and 
obligations which require their * attention are more 
3 . and important ? 


Doſt call the Bowl, the Viol and the Dance, 

Loud Mirth, mad Laughter ? wretched comforters * 

Phyſicians! more than half of thy Diſcaſe, e 

; Young, 
Prof. 4. Do you conſider the worth and impor- 

tance of time? A Bleſling ineſtimable ; a talent, 
when loſt, irretrievable. And as time only ſerves to 
introduce us into eternity, the reflection ſhould rouſe 


* On this hypotheſis, ſome carnal men imagine that Religion- 
Cauſes her votaries to become dull, ſullen and melancholy ; 
others, ſuperficially maintain, that as God ſent his creatures 
here to enjoy the bleſſings of his kind providence, they ſhould 
De, indiſcriminately, chea ful. Whereas the Clear of the Godly 
and of the Wicked originate from two diſtinct Sources; that 
of the former, proceeds from and conſiſts in celeſtial, ſpiritual 
and intellectual enjoyments, and delights ; but that of the latter 
in terreſtrial, ſenſual and carnal gratifications. And being 
derived from and dependant on different principles, as they 


are not congenial in kind, conſequently, they are incompatible 
in 


1 165 89 ]- 

all the faculties and powers of the ſoul, to confider 
maturely, what it is to remain forever in joy or miſery; 
in heaven or in hell. One of theſe may ſhortly, muſt 
certainly be your portion; whatſoever unbelief may 
ſuggeſt to the contrary, Oh! what heart muſt that 
diſſolute ſinner be poſſeſſed of, who diſſipates his 
talents, and waſtes that precious time upon imperti- 
nences and folly, which is allotted him to prepare for 
his unchangeable fate, and to ſecure his everlaſting 
felicity! Suppoſe you were immediately ſeized with 
a violent pain ; and, in all probability, could expe& 


to live but a few hours; would you not wiſh to be 


10 N ſpared 


in their nature; and hence it is that the wicked cannot partici- 
pate of the joy of the godly, any more than the godly can expe- 
rience real comfort or ſatisfaction in the company or from the 
delights of the wicked; for which reaſon, the latter may up- 
braid the former with ſullenneſs or melancholy, as they are utter 
Strangers to their Joys, Prov. xiv. 10. in as much as the 
righteous do not cannot take delight in“ Vice and vanity, = | 
they rejoice in the Lord. Pſal. xxxiii. 1.—XXXik 11.—v, 11. 
Nehem. xii. 43. Habak. iii. 18. John XV. 11. Rom. v. 11. 
2 Cor. i. 12. 1 Pet. i. 8. | 


* — the fabled Joys of vice: 
Fabled, indeed! ! true Joys it cannot boaſt, . 
Since pleaſure flies when Innocence is loſt. . 

Remorſe, Deſpair, and ey'ry cruel Gueſt, , 
Become the inmates of the guilty breaſt. 


Nowe. 


( 90 ) 


Ga alittle longer ? would you, in that caſe, addreſs 5 
the ſupreme Majeſty, in whoſe hands are the iſſues of A 
life and death, in this manner P— Lord, grant me a 


little more time to-inſult and provoke thee ; to amuſe 
myſelf with toys and trifles ; to play at cards, and dice ; 
and to attend other faſhionable diverſions. Permit me 


to enjoya few more opportunities of frequenting public 


play, balls; and operas; and to indulge my appetites 
and paſſions, in the luſt of the fleſh, the luft of the eye, 
and the pride of life. Have you ever read or heard of 
ſuch a prayer ? Would you not have rather faid, in 
ſuch a fituation .—Lord, vouchſafe me a little time to 


_ apply my heart unto heavenly wiſdom; to lament my 


paſt folly, and my former inadvertency; to repent me 
truly of my ſins: and grant me thy gracious pardon 
and forgiveneſs, before I go hence, and be no more ſcen. 
And if ſo, ſeeing that in the midſt of life we are in 


death, why will you now hve ſo contrary, not only 


to your prayers, to your conſcience, and to the divine 
will, but even to your own reaſon alſo? Remember 
what the judicious Author of the Book of Wiſdom. 
has aſſerted, Into a malicious ſoul w dom ſhall not enter: 
nor aver 2 m che body that i is fubject unto fin, Chap. Fe 4 


Propof. 5. Is the work you were deſigned for, 
| hitherto well done? Are you made a partaker of the 
divine nature? Are you ſtrong and eſtabliſhed in 
grace? Is your pardon —_—, and your ſal vation 

| ſecured 7 


„ 


ſecured ? Are your affections principally ſet on dings 
above ? Is your converſation in heaven? Are the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, the firſt objects of 
your ambition, the prime ſubjetts of your defire ? 
Are you ready to meet death, and to appear in judg- 
ment? If you can reply in the affirmative,—you have, 
notwithſtanding, no excule for remaining idle, remiſs 
and unconcerned about the ONE THING NEEDFUL : 
for whilſt you remain on earth, you are in a ſtate of 
warfare; and, conſequently, have many temptations | 
to ſurmount ; many enemies to repell ; many ſnares 

to avoid, and many difficulties to encounter with. | 
Yea, and it is the duty as well as the privilege of 
every chriſtian, daily to grow in grace, and in the knows 


ledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift, 2 Pet. iii. 18, 


Propof. 6. Do you apprehend, if you now negle& 
your duty, that you ſhall eyer return again, after death, 
into this world, to rectify the errors of your conduct? 
Before your friends ſhall have performed the laſt office 
for your pallid corpſe, which had been the principal 

object of your care and concern, the ſoul will be con- 
ſigned into an eternal and unchangeable ſtate ; to ex- 
perience, in reality, thoſe things which God in his 
word had forewarned you of, and which you would 
not believe. As ſoon as death has removed the veil, 
or dropt the curtains which now ſcreen eternity from 
your ſight Oh! what a ſcene ſhall you inſtantly 
| bchold ! 
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behold! The contemplation of which, ought now to 


check your vain ere or excite a relit gious venera- a 


tion. ; ODIN | | 4 „ . 


" Propoſe. 7. Did you ever, obſerve, what dying 
men have laid of time, and how they valued it, if 
capable of any reflection? how common it is to hear 


men on their death-bed, lamenting their paſt folly and 


indiſcretion ; and making ſolemn reſolutions, to de- 
vote themſelves in, future to the ſervice of God, if 
their days might be protonged on earth. But why 
ſhould time appear ſo difterent in health, from what 


it does in ſickneſs ? and why ſhould that time be now . 


waſted and di ſſipated, which will ben ee ſo in- 
eſtimable ? „ 


Propoſ. 8. How would the miſerable ſouls con- 
ſigned to the infernal priſon value time, were they 
indulged with the favourable opportunities you now 
enjoy? Would they live as you do? Conſider, 
what their experience would teach them; and may 
you learn to be wiſe at a cheaper rate. 


Prapoft g 9. Are you really perſuaded, that you 
muſt give an account of your time? and that you 
muſt look back from eternity on that you now 
| ſpend? If fo, what reflection will adminiſter the 
greateſt conſolation ; a life devoted to fin and folly, 

| 1 


8 


uy. 


or to wiſdom and piety ? Act now, as you ſhall wiſh 
then you had ated. Follow not a multitude to do euil : 
Exod, xxili. 2, for although there is a way that ſeemeth 
right unto @ man ; he ſhall, to his ſorrow, find the end 
thereof to be the ways of death, Prov. xiv. 12. Sinners 
now deem their ways to be right ; and are ready to ex- 
plode the way of holineſs and religion as too preciſe 
and ſingular: : but how wonderfully different the 
opinion they ſhall entertain at the great day will be, 
Solomon, in the book of Wiſdom, has, with e 
preciſion, diſcloſed, This was Fe whom we had in de- 
ion, and a proverb of reproach. We fools counted his 
life madneſs ; and lus end to be without honour, How is 
he numbered among the children of God, and his lot is among 
the ſaints! Therefore have we erred from the way of truth, 
and the light af righteoujneſs hath not ſhined unto us, and 
the ſun of righteoujneſs roſe not upon us. We wearied our- 
ſelves in the way of wickedneſs and dęſtruction : yea, we 
have gone through deſerts, where there lay no way 3 but as 
for the way of the Lord we have nat move 5 ? Chap v. 
verſe g, &c. f 


Propoſ. 10. Ho do you now wiſh you had ſpent 
the time already paſt? Had you not rather it had 
been ſpent in acts of devotion, piety and charity, 
than in wantonneſs, vice and extravagance? If not, 
your delight in fin indicates that you remain a child 

of wrath, But why ſhould you ſo unalterably adhere 
- | to 
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10 that Void of life, which you muſt repent of, deteſt 


and abhor, if ever you expect forgiveneſs; as every 
ſinner muſt become conſcious of his guilt and error, 
mn he will be excited to implore e 


Beende 1 Waste den Cod now Wein 40 U 


5 gracious; that all the bleſſings of providence and of 


grace, are ſubſervient to promote your eternal felicity. 
Let the wei ghty concerns of immortality engage your 
moſt ſolemn attention, as the manifold mercies and 
goodneſs of God tend to lead you to repentance ; Rom. ii, 
4. leſt your preſumptuous delay may cauſe the Lord 
to fwear in his wrath, you ſhall not enter into his * 
Pſal. xcv. 11. | ” ; 


PE 12. Suppoſe the preſent life, or the time of 
man's exiſtence on earth, conſiſting of eighty years, 
(for inſtance,) was divided into two periods, viz. into 


one month, —and into ſeventy- nine years and eleven months ;_ 


admitting that, as a rational being, he was capable of 
moral action during the whole period: and that the 


month was preparatory, and a ſort of introduction to 


the other period, when the whole. ſtate and circum- 


ſtances ſhould undergo a mighty change; and that; 
according to the candidate's behaviour in the preceding 


month. Who would not but readily admit, that the 
concerns and importance of the ſeventy-nine years, &c. 
ought to engage his greateſt attention ? for reaſon, ray 


common 


(%) 


e ſenſe would direct and prompt any man, to 


prefer comfort and happineſs for ſeventy- nine years 
and upwards, to every thing that might pretend to it 


during the ſpace of one month only, Would it not 


be an exceſs of folly, and even madneſs, to ſpend the 


month in criminal indulgences, or in and about ſuch 


tranſient and trivial affairs as relate to that ſhort 


period; without any reſpect or views to the great 


number of years that muſt ſucceed? that is, to be 
ſatisfied with the enjoyment of one month; at the hazard 
of being extremely miſerable for almoſt eighty years / 
Should conſcience lie dormant, reaſon, in ſuch a caſe, 


muſt ſuggeſt ;—This month of diſcipline, will ſoon be / 


over; and then,—exulting thought! a long ſeries of 
| HINT ſhall, 1 0 ; 


O ſoul! this] is but a faint cotta of thy ſituation, 
and circumſtances in this life. Thou art to be here 
but for a few days ; and eternity will, moſt affuredly, 


ſucceed this ſhort, uncertain period. Now is thy 


ſeed time; a ſeaſon preparatory, and introductory to 
an eternal harveſt : and as thou '/oweft here, thou ſhalt 
reap hereafter ; Gal. vi, 7, 8. Look well therefore to 
eternity, during this moment of time.—And may the 
Lord proſper all our pious reſolutions, and bleſs all 

our laudable endeavours, to prepare for our great 
approaching change! 
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1 ſhall conclude this exhortation with the tele 

and judicious obſervation of Secretary Walſingham.— 
J am ſerious; and it is fit I ſhould be ſo; for all are 
ſo around me. God is ſerious, in obſerving us 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſerious, in interceding for us ;the 
Holy Spirit is ſerious, in ſtriving with us, The truths 
of God, are ſerious truths his laws, his promiſes, 
and his threatnings are all ſerious. Angels are ſerious, ' 
in their miniſtrations for our good, Our ſpiritual 
enemies are ſerious, in their attempts againſt us. 
Glorified ſaints are ſerious, in their embraces of divine 
love. Poor damned ſinners cannot but be ſerious, - 
under the pourings out of divine wrath, And we 
ourſelves ſhall be ſerious, when we come to die.“ 
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RE SOLUTIONS. 


— 


— 


Sich God hath placed 'n me here as a S 


and probationer for eternity, and has vouchſafed to 


reveal his will and publiſh his law, to guide and direct | 
me in my duty; I am reſolved, 1 in his nA by 
his aſſiſting grace, | 
1/t, To begin every day, with my Makeb _ Pre- 
ſerver, in ſolemn meditations and prayer; and to con- 
ſecrate my firſt thoughts to him, in imitation of the 
pious pſalmiſt, who ſaid (a) When I awake up; I am 
preſent with thee : an expreſſion, which did not only 
allude to the divine ſuperintendency; for holy David 
Vas conſcious of that indulgent care and protection, 


(a) Pal, cxxxix, 18. 


* 


19) 


as well whoa he was aſleep as kb; but which, 
more immediately, referred to the active diſpoſition 
and temper of his elevated mind.— Thus will I en- 
deavour to ſalute my guardian and my God; ſaying, 
(5) 1 laid me down, and ſlept, and roſe up again; for t 
Lord ſuſtained me. I commit myſelf to thy care and 
protection; (c) O teach me to number my days, tat I may 
apply my heart unto wiſdom | preſerve me from evil; 
direct me to, and, guide me in the right path; make 
my way proſperous; yea, proſper thou the work of 
my hands: (d) let the words of my mouth, and the medita- 


tion of my heart, be accepted in thy fi ght ; O Lord, my 
. and my Redeemer. . | 


2dly. As ſoon as 1I dns Tr can, I will retire 
for ſecret devotion; nor would I wiſh that man ſhould 
hear my voice, till I have offered my morning ſacri- 
fice of praiſe and thankſgiving to my God; for his kind 
protection the preceding night. | (e) My voice ſhalt thou 
hear betimes, O Lord early in the morning will I direct my 
prayer unto thee, and will look up. By this the mind will 
anticipate celeſtial delights ; be fortified againſt temp- 
tations, and become better Pong and d prepared both 


for duties and for trials. 
7. Boing a maſter of a family, I ſhall embrace | 


the bent and moſt convenient opportunity of con- 
1 vening 


(5) Pſal. iii. 5. (c) Pal. xc. 12. (d) Pſal. xix. 14. 
| | NES (e) Pal. v. 3 | 


9 . 2 


3 


vening them together, for reli gious . and family 5 


devetion ; thankfully to acknowledge the divine 
mercy and goodneſs, exemplified in our preſervation 
and ſupport during the night paſt; - recommending 
myſelf, and them to our heavenly father's care and 


protection in the enſuing day; and implore his kind, 
preſence and aid to bleſs, direct and conduct us in 
our reſpective employments and occupations. In the 
morning, ſaith the pious biſhop Hopkins, * prayer is 


the key that opens unto us the treaſury of God's mer- 


cies and bleſſings; . in the evening, it is the key that 


ſhuts us up under his protection and ſafeguard. 


. 4thly, In my daily vocation, I am reſolved to be 


diligent, and as uſeful as I can ; endeavouring to pro- 


mote the glory of God, the preſent welfare and future 


K 2 3 


Prayer, ſaid the devout Archbiſhop Uſher, is the _ of 
God's Spirit in us; Rom. viii. 26. a jewel of grace bequeathed 
by Chriſt unto us; Luke xi. a. It is the hand of faith, the key 


of God's treaſury, the ſoul's ſolicitor, the heart's armour- 


bearer, and the mind's interpreter ; Matt, vii. 7. Epheſ. vi. 18. 
It procureth all bleſfings, preventeth curſes, 2 Chron, vii. 14. 


Sanctifieth all creatures that may do us good ; 1 Tim. iv. 5. ſea- 
ſoneth all croſſes, that they can do us no hurt: 2 Cor. xii. . 


Laſtly, it keeps the heart in humility, the life in ſobriety, 


ſtrengtheneth all graces, overcometh all temptations, ſubdueth 


corruptions, purgeth our affections, makes our duties accept- 
able to God, our lives profitable unto men, and both life and 
death comfortable unto ourſelves, Aﬀ ix. 11. a Re: vi. 278 
Fude, 20. Af iv. 39. and vii. 59. 


. 


1 


-Feliviey- of my fellow mortals, as tt the falvation x 
of my own ſoul.— Should the providence of God 
Place me above the neceſſity of bodily labour, I ſhall 
deem it my duty t6 improve that diſtinction and favour 
to ſpiritual and religious purpoſes; in as much as I 
may ſpend more time than others have at command, 
in reading, meditation and prayer; as well as in works 
of mercy and. charity, Conſequently, it ſhall, as it 
_ »oughtto be my principal aim,—to (f) feek the kingdom of 
Cod and his righteouſueſs; and (g) labour diligently for 
. the meat which en unto alen 4 4 fe 


8200. 1 will, in every place and company, where 
my buſineſs requires my preſence arid attention, en- 
deavour to () ſet the Lord always before me, in imitation. 

of holy David: attempt to make others better; and 

be cautious, that others may not make me worſe. 
(i) I will take heed to my ways, that I offend not with my 
tongue Or, that no (k) corrupt communication ſhould 
Proceed out of my mouth, but that which is good to the uſe 
of earfying, that it may miniſter grace to the hearers, No 
filthy converſation, neither (). fooliſh talking or jeſting, 
zohich are not convenient, ſhall employ the beſt member 
I have: whole principal deſign is to glorify its Maker; 
not to be proſtituted to vice and obſcenity, and be- 
come an incentive to vanity and luſt, I ſhall wiſh and 
| endeavour, at all times, to do to others, as 00 T7 would 


() Matt, vi. 33. (g) John vi. 27. (h) Pal. xvi. 8. (i) Pha, 
| AXXIX, 1. ) Ephef. iv. 29. (1) Epheſe, v. 4+ (n) Malt, vii, 19. 


og 
2 


* 101 5 2 


that others, in tails A ſioula do 0 me; 


conſcious that I am born and preſerved, not only for 
my own private intereſt, but for the public welfare. 
I therefore deem it a duty incumbent upon me, to 


become (n) eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, and a father 


to the poor. To inſtru the ignorant, and endeavour 


to reclaim the profligate ; to ſupply the wants of the 


indigent, to alleviate the diſtreſſes of the afflited,— 


according to the opportunities afforded me, and the : 


talents and abilities I poſſeſs: to be zealous for God, 
as one who mult give an aceount,—giving (o) all dis- 
gence to make my at. and election 1 | 


; Gthly. In the refreſhments of the day, J am reſolved 
to obſerve the rules of temperance and ſobriety. To 
beg a bleſſing, on my food, and return thanks for the 
ſame,—not in a negligent, haſty, ſuperficial, or formal 


| manner; but from a conſciouſneſs of my daily de- 
pendance on my ſupreme benefactor, and from a. 


due ſenſe of gratitude to him, (p) who openeth his bene 


ficent hand, and filleth all things living with - plenteouf- 
neſs. (q) Whether 1 eat or drink, or whatſoever T'do, I ſhall 


endeavour to do all to the glory of God; = WY to. 


thy 1 0 8 e 155 


7thly. Whenſoever 1 indulge myſelf with any inno- 
cent recreations or amuſements, I ſhall take care that 
SE 0 they 


{n) Job. xxix. 15, 16. (0) 2 Pet. i. 10. (þ) Pſal. cxlv. 16. 
() 1 Cor. x. gi. 


( 102. 1 8 


they are not what the world generally 3 to be ſo, 
but ſuch as really are ſo. I am reſolved therefore to 


'uſe no recreations or diverſions but ſuch as are con- 


ſiſtent with a rational, intellectual mind; and ſuitable 
to an immortal being. With ſuch only I fhall/ in- 
dulge myſelf as are ſubſervient to promote the health of 
my body, andtend to invigorate and refreſhmy mind; 

fuch as are means deemed conducive to fit and prepare 
me for the more chearful ſervice of God: nor ſhall I 
indulge myſelf any longer in the uſe and exerciſe of 
| fuch means, than it may ſeem neceſſary and expedient 

in order to obtain thoſe defireable ends, : 


8:hly. My wiſh alſo a deſire is, that my thoughts 
affeftions, and paſſions, as well as my outward con- 
duct, may be regulated by, and governed under the 
3 of religion, all the day. For he that (7) 
krietn the heart and reins, and “ from whom no ſecrets 
are hid,” (s) underſtands all my thoughts and deſires, 
even before they are conceived. I find it therefore 
very uſeful and neceſſary to emit frequent ejaculations 
and ſhort aſpirations heavenward, in order to main- 
tain communion with God; and to baffle the attempts, 

or repel the attacks of the enemy on my ſoul, 
gthly. My ſecular vocations, or my daily engage- 
ments being ended; it eu be neceſſary to take a re- 
n 


00 Zfal. vil. 9. () Pal, exam. #. 


(ag) 


troſpeRive v view of my conduct, from the frſt action 
of the day, — according to the directions propoſed in | 
the fourth ſection of the foregoing catechifm : to conſider, 
ſeriouſly, ; deliberately, and impartially, what fins I 1 
have committed; or what duties I have neglected. 
Such a review will naturally cauſe contrition and 
humiliation for, and extort confeſſion of fin; and will 
alſo excite earneſt ſupplication for pardon and grace, 
—as well as praife and thankſgiving for every mercy 
and ble ſſing experienced, in the courſe of the preced- 
ing day. At the cloſe of N it all be Bana. 
for me, | 
Iot dy. Toretire with, or call my family to duty; to 
read to them, if not hindered by any particular oc- 
currence, ſome part of God's word, or ſome other 
good book. To offer up, jointly, our evening ſacri- 
fice and oblation to our great Creator and kind Pre- 
ſerver; with humble and contrite hearts, to acknow- 
ledge our ſins and provocations; to implore pardon 
and grace, —with a grateful ſenſe of all the bleſſings 
and mercies we have, ſo undeſervedly, received; a and 
to beg the divine protection during the hours ef repoſe 
in the enſuing night. On the Lord's day, more eſpe- 
cially, this duty is peculiarly incumbent; having 
therefore, with due reverence, attended the public 
ordinances, in the koufe of God, the place dedicated 


to his ſervice, and (t) where his honour  dwelleth, (ass 


% Paal. xxvi. 5. 


VVV ; 

' no- frivolous excuſe will be deemed, by God, a fu: 
ficient apology for“ abſenting myſelf from the place 
of public worſhip, or for not attending thoſe ſacred 
rites which the Lord himſelf has inſtituted and (u) 
ordained,)—TI ſhall devoutly peruſe Tome portion of 
God's word, written in the old or new teſtament, and 
have recourſe to the directions advanced in this tract; 
endeavouring to recommend and inculcate them as 
means equally as neceſſary for the ſoul, as food and 
raiment are for the body. — And having withdrawn 
into my bed- chamber, —it will be neceſſary to make a 
ſolemn ſurrender of myſelf to God: ſeriouſly to re- 


flect, 


— 


* Conſcious of this, holy David, a man after God's own 
heart, who cuſtomarily addreſſed the Lord in private—evening 
and morning, and at noon day. Pſal. lv. 17.—who ſeven times a_ 
day praiſed him; yea, and in the night. ſeaſons alſo made 
ſupplications to his munificent protector; P/al. xvi. 7.—yet, 
with pious ardor, he declares, I was glad when they ſaid: unto. 
me, Let us go into the Houſe of the Lord; Pſal. cxxii. 1. attend 
to his devout aſpirations, P/al, xlii. 2,3, 4. P/al. xxvi. 8. P/al. 
Ixxxiv. 1, 2.10. Pal. xxvii. 4, &c. &c. Thus alſo good king 
Hezekiah, 2 Kings xx, 8.— Vea, our Saviour himſelf frequented 
the temple, Zuke ii. 46, Matt. xxi. 12. 14. 23. Chap. xxiv. 1. 
"John v. 14. and the ſynagogues, Matt. ix. 35. Mark i. 39. &c. 
And called the Houſe of Prayer, Matt. xxi. 13. his father's 
houſe. John ii. 16.—And what place more likely to meet the 
maſter, than at his own houfe ;—than at the habitation where 
he ordinarily reſides? 


(u) Exod, xxv. 8, 22, 1 Kings ix. 30 Matt. 18. 20. Heb, x. 25 


{ wy v 


fe, on the laſt time I ſhall ever be permitted: to un- 
dreſs myſelf; —on the awful period, when I ſhalt 
cloſe my eyes in death, and when my body ſhall be 
laid down'in the duſt, With this recommendatory 
ejaculation T ſhall, finally, -endeavour to compoſe 
myſelf on my bed ;—thou ſhepherd of Ifrael, who nei. 
ther ſlumbreſt nor ſleepeſt,. thou art my (v) keeper 3 
thou, who haſt been privy to all my conduct, art 
now (a about my bed ;j—(x) into thine hand, who art 
my guardian and my God, I commit my ſbirit. (y) £ 
will lay me down in peace, and take my reſt; for it is tou, <7 207 
Lord, only that makeft me dwell in ſafety. 0 
1 The office a4 a chriſtian is to meditate on death. 
4 1 | Ireneus. 


@ _ CxXis 4. Go. 4 bl exxxix. g. (x) Hat. XXX1, 6 
: (») Eſal. iv. 9. | = © 5 
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RE AD ER. —if thou thinkeſt that the corniel or 
reprehenſion here given, is too ſtrit or preciſe, 
have recourſe to the infallible word of God ; to the 
law and to the teſtimony; Iſai. viii. 20,—and grant but 
this reaſonable requeſt, and the deſign of the editor, 
in this publication, will be anſwered; let a due ſenſe 
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of immortality—of the uncertainty of human life, and. 
of the vaſt importance of eternity, have its proper 
influence upon thy conduft,—As a rational and re- 
ſponſible being, maturely conſider, how vain, tranſient, 


and unſatisfactory all the enjoyments and delights of 


this world are; and, as a candidate for a better, de- 
liberately reflect, how ſoon death may be commiſſion- 
ed to arreſt thy frail body; and conſign thy immortal 
ſpirit to an endleſs, unchangeable ſtate. Conſider 
alſo, what a great change muſt be wrought in the 
ſoul, before ſhe is qualified for the enjoyment of ce- 
leſtial delights ; that her ſins muſt be pardoned, that 


her guilt muſt be removed, that her corruptions and 


pollutions muſt be cleanſed and waſhed away ;—as 
nothing that is defiled or unclean ſhall never find ad- 
mittance into the kingdom: of heaven, Conſider, 
what new habits, and what ſpiritual diſpoſitions muſt, 
neceſſarily be acquired,—in order to capacitate the 
ſoul to become a meet partaker of the inheritance of 
che ſaints in light. Conſider likewiſe how terrible ii 
muſt be, to lie on a death-bed, with a guilty con- 
ſcience, under the tremendous -wrath of a juſtly in- 
cenſed God. In fine. — premeditate, what uſe of the 
preſent time will be moſt pleaſing to your reflection, 
when you are about to quit the preſent ſcene of mor- 
tality; and act now as you ſhall wiſh you had acted; 
when the ſpiritual inhabitant is about to relinquiſh 
the earthly houſe of this tabernacle, ready to be diſſolved. 


— 


(17 ) 


That your attention may be _ — de- 


-- 


abe er — meditate on _ followin 8 


PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE, 
WHICH PROVE 


MAN CONDEMNATION BY. THE EAW, 


— 


"RUIN, uy. NATURE, WE: 


(a) IN the day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
| Turely die. And (3) in Adam all die. For (c) as by 
one man fin entered into the world, and death by fin; 
ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned. 

(d) Adam begat a ſon in his own likeneſs, after his 
image. And (e) who can bring a clean thing out of 


an unclean ? Not one. (F) They are all gone aſide, 


they are all together become filthy; there is none 
that doth good, no not one. (g) For all have ſinned, 
and come ſhort of the glory of God. (h) If we ſay 
that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 


truth is not in us. (i) Whoſoever ſhall keep the 


whole law, and yet offend 1 in one point, he ſhall be 
- guilty of all, (4) For it is written, curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written 


(a) Gen. ii. 47. (b) 1 Cor. xv. 22. (c) Rom. v. 12. (d) . 


v. 3. (e) Job. xiv. 4. (J) Eſal. xiv. 3. (g) Rom. iii. 23. 
(% 1 John i. 8. (i) Jam. ii. 10. (4) Cal. iii. 10. 
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5 2 108 5 wn 
in” he book of the law to do them (1), Therefore wy . 


_the deeds of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified 
in his (God's) ſight ; for by the law is the knowledge 


of fin. (m) For we know that the law is ſpiritual, and 
I (poor fallen many) am carnal, ſold under fin: (#) 


and that no man is juſtified by the law in the ſight 


of God, is evident. (o) For we have before proved 


both Jews' and Gentiles, that they are all under ſin, 
() Having the, underſtanding darkened, being 


alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance 


| That is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 


heart. For (ꝗ) the heart is deceitful above all things, 

and deſperately wicked. (r) Out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
falſe witneſs, blaſphemies. Theſe are the things 
which defile a man. And (s) they that are in the 
fleſh, cannot pleaſe God. (t) The works of the fleſn 
are manifeſt, which are theſe, adulteries, fornications, 


uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, trife, ſeditions, | 


| hereſies, envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, 


and ſuch like; of the which 1 tell you before, as I 
have alſo told you in time paſt, that they which do 
ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 


(u) Whoſoever committeth fin, tranſgrefſeth the law; | 


for fin is the tranſgreſſion of the law. And (v) the 
wen 


(1) Rom. iii. 20. (in) Rom. vii. 14. () Gal. iii. 11. (o) Rom. 
31.9. (5) Epheſe iv. 18. (7 Jer. xvii. 9. (7) Matt. xv. 195 
20. (5) Rom. viii. 8. (7) Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. (u) John iii. 4 
(.) Rom. vi. 2g. | g 


— 
* 
* 


G9 


wages of fin, is | death. () He that committdth fin. 

1s of the devil, who is (x) the prince of the power of 
the air, the ſpirit that now worketh in the POT Ns” 
of diſobedience ; ſach as are ſubje& to the ()) wrath 
of God. (2) For that which is born of the fleſh is 
fleſh. , (a) J'S muſt be born again.” (3) Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye ſhall not 


enter into the kingdom of Heaven. (c) There ſhall 


in no wiſe enter into Heaven any thing that defileth, 

neither whatſoever worketh abomination, For (d) 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. (e) The 
wicked ſhall be turned into hell. And (f) except 55 


repent, Fe ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 


P 


Hiving deliberately peraſed and; auly di di the 


preceding quotations, with others of ſimilar import, 


contemplate the following 
- PASSAGES Or SCRIPTURE, 


WHICH PROVE 


MAN's ; RECOVERY (a) uy GRACE, 


AND HIS _ 
= 84174 TION THROUGH FAITH. 
„ AS REVEALED IN THE GOSPEL, 9 


(5) THE letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth l life; 


(c) ee and be converted, that your ſins may be 


— 


100 1 Juin iii. 4 5 Epheſ. i ii. 1 bla iii. . (2 z. 


ui. 6. (a) Jol i iii. 7. (6) Matt. xviii. 33. (e) Rev. xxi. 27. 
(4) Heb. xii, 14. (e) Pſal. ix. 7. t) Luke xiii. 3.—0 TO 8 


ii. 8. (b) x Cor, iii. * e 19. 
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blotted out. (4 He that covereth his fins, ſhall hot 

proſper; but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh them, 

mall have mercy, (e) The God of our fathers raiſed 
up Jeſus, whom ye flew and hanged on a tree. Him 
Bath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince _ 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael, and 


_ - forgiveneſs of ſins, (F) Be it known unto you therefore, 


men and brethren, that through this man is Fe 


unto you the forgiveneſs of ſin; and by him all that 
believe are juſtified from all things, from which ye 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes, (g) For 
the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of 
2 better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto 
God. (4) Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſ- 
| neſs to every one that believeth, (i) For he (God) 
hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; 3 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him. (4) Who his own ſelf bare our fins in his own 
body on the tree, that we being dead to fin, ſhould 
live unto righteouſneſs; by whoſe ſtripes ye were 
healed, (1) Wherefore the law was our ſchoolmaſter, to 
bring us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by 
faith. (m) And being juſtified by faith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


) Prov. xxviii. 13. (e) Ads v. go, 31. (/) Adts xiii. g8, 39. 
{g) Heb. vii. 19. 000 Rom. x. 4. (i) 2 Cor. v. 21. 18 1 Pee. 
ui, 24. (1) Gal, iii. he ) Tom, W. 


hg * 6 TY ad ww e 


; A1. 25. 


„ tre 1 
(% Who hach 6nce ſuffered for ſins, we juſt for ths 


unjuſt, that he might bring us to God. (o) To him 
give all theprophets witneſs, that through his name 


whoſoever. believeth in him, ſhall receive remiſſiom 
of fins, (þ) For God ſo loved the world, that he gave 


his only begotten ſon, that whoſoever believeth in 


him, ſhould not- periſh, but have- everlaſting. life. 
(4) If any man fin, we have an advocate with the 


Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; and he is the 


propitiation for our fins. (r) Wherefore he is able 


alſo to fave them to the uttermoſt, that come unto | 
God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 


ceſſion for them.— (5) Seeing then that we have a 


great high prieſt, that is paſſed into the heavens, 


Jeſus the Son of God, let us hold faſt our profeſſion. 


Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 


"I obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
(t) The feripture has concluded all under ſin, 


; Now weſt promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be 


given to them that helieve. (u) Without faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God. (v) Believe on the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, ( He that believeth 


not ſhall be damned. (x) He that believeth on the 


Son, hath everlaſting life; and he that believeth not 
the Son mall not ſee life; but the wrath of God 


L2 4 | abideth 


6% bn ft x0.” (oj Aon; 40, Gf Ju; ul. 16. (/) 2 0b 


ii. 1, 2. (r) Heb, vii. 25. (5) Heb. iv. 14. 16. (i) Gal. iii. 22. 
(u) Heb. xi. 6. (0) en xvi. * n i (x) cla 
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| « £12 ) 1 
abideth on him. (% As in Adam all die, even ſo i in 
Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. (2) I am the reſur- 
rection and the life, (ſaith the Lord 0 he that be- 
lie veth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live. 
The goſpel is (a) the power of God unto ſalvation to 


every one that believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to 5 


the Greek. (ö) And we have ſeen and do teſtify, 
that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world, 0 Neither is there ſalvation in any other, 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
e men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. (d) This 


is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life; 


and this life is in his Son: he that hath the Son, hach 


life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not 


life. For he is (e) the way and the truth, and the life; 
no one cometh unto the Father but by him. Where- 
fore, he ſaith, (F) come unto me, all ye that labour, 


and are heavy laden; and I will give you reſt, | 8 


Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
(2) For the Son of Man is come to ſeek and to ſave 


that which was loſt, ; 


| (3) Having therefore theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, | 
let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh 


and 2 85 PRs holineſs i in the fear of God, (4) For 
the 


— 


(0) 1 Cor. xv. 22. (z) Fohn xi. 25. (a) Rom. i. 16. (5) 1 J 
Iv. 14. (e) Acts iv. 12. (d) 1 John v. 11, 12. (e) John xiv. 6. 
(f) Matt. xi. 28. (g) John vi. 37. 05 Luke xix, 10. (i) 2 Cr. 
4ii. 1. (A) Titus ii. 11, &c. | 


1 ( 11g 1 1 
the grace of God, that bringeth falvation, hath ap- 
peared to all men: teaching us, that denying ungod-" 
lineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in this preſent world; looking 
for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from alt 
iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, - 
zealous of good works=(!) If ye be riſen with Chriſt, 
ſeek thoſe things which are above, where Chriſt 
ſitteth at the right hand of God. Set your affectians 
on things above, not on things on the earth. (m) 
Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and ta 
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance, 
and to temperance patience, and to patience godli- 
neſs; and to godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs ; and to 
brotherly-kindneſs, charity.— (n) What, know you 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own? For ye att bought with a price; there- 
fore glorify God in your body, and in your ſpirit, 
which are God's. (o) If we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowſhip one with another, 
and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from 
all fin, — (5) Let us conſider one another to provoke 
unto love, and to good works; not forſaking the 
L3  aflembling. 
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alſembling of ourſelves together, as the manner of 


ſome is; but exhorting one another; and ſo much 
the more, as ye ſee the day approaching, () There- 
fore, beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe things before, 


beware leſt ye alſo, being led away with the error of 


* 


the wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs. But 
enOw IN GRACE, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : to him be glory both now 


and for ever. Amen. 


(9) 2 Pet, iii. 17, 18. 


A PRAYER 


PRAYER for 6 FAMILY, 


SUNDAY MORNING. 


— | | | « — | Tug . * 


Tov infinitely great and gracious God, the 


Creator of all things, the Judge of all men, who doſt, 
from thy throne, behold all the inhabitants of the 


earth; to thee all hearts are open, all defires known; 


and from thee no ſecrets are hid. May the ſolemn 
thought of thy awful preſence enliven our devotion, 
and impreſs. our minds with due reverence and humi- 
lity in approaching thy facred Majeſty, In thee, O 


Lord, we live, and move, and have our being: we 
are daily penſioners on thy grace, and bountiful libe- - 
rality, for every ſpiritual and temporal bleſſing we 
enjoy. We praiſe thee, our kind and munificent 
Father, for guarding and protecting us the night paſt, 
and for bringing us ſafely to the light of another day, 

Wo | fg SP 
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Thy repeated mercies, O "FR juſtly | demand, a 


y call for, our grateful acknowledgments of all | 
thy goodneſs and loving-kindnefs vouchſafed unto us, 


_ thy ungrateful and unworthy creatures. We acknow- 


ledge our manifold ſins and wickedneſs, which we, 
from time to time, moſt. grievouſly have committed, 
by thought, word and deed, .againft thy divine ma- 


: jeſty ; "provoking, molt juſtly, thy wrath and indigna- 


tion againſt us. Enter not into judgment, O Lord, 


with thy ſervants; for in thy ſight ſhall no man living 


be juſtified. Withdraw not, we beſeech thee, thy 
tender mercies from us, but aſſiſt us now, in our 
morning ſacrifice and oblation, to draw near unto 


thee with true, penitent and contrite hearts; that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. As thou haſt awakened our bodies from 


ſleep, ſo raiſe and quicken our ſouls for thy ſervice, 
Lift up, O Lord, the light of thy countenance upon. 


us, and teach us ſo to number our days, that we may 


apply our hearts unto heavenly wiſdom. 
7 | 


Forgive, O Lord, all the fins and errors of our paſt 
life; and grant us thy grace to be more vigilant and 
circumſpett i in our future conduct. Aſſiſt and direct 


us in the uſe and improvements of thoſe ſeveral talents 


and bleſſings with which we are indulged, by thy 

abundant goodneſs and mercy; that we may be able 
to give our account with joy, on that awful day when 
we ſhall be ſummoned to appear before thy juſt 


On | 
Through | 


c 67 117 4, 1 
Through thy good providence we are heought again 
to the beginning of another ſabbath upon earth; a day 

much to be had in remembrance; a day ſet apart, and 

ſanctified by thyſelf; a day on which the brighteſt 

ſcene of glory was diſplayed, that men or angels ever 
beheld; when our triumphant Saviour burſt the bar- 
riers of the tomb, becauſe it was not poſſible that the 
Lord of life ſhould be holden any longer of death. 
Help us, Lord, on this illuſtrious day, to riſe from the 
death of ſin to a life of righteouſneſs; and may the 

Sun of righteouſneſs himſelf ariſe upon us, with heal- 

ing under his wings. In the word of his goſpel, to 
be read and preached this day, may we clearly diſcern 
the way of ſalvation; O make it effectual to work thy 
grace where it is not, and to eſtabliſh and increaſe it, : 
Where it is; to edify and build us all up in the true 
fear and love of God, and in the right knowledge 
and faith of our Lord \ Jeſus Chriſt, May thy com- 
mands, moſt gracious Lord, appear delightful and 
pleaſant unto us, as well as neceſſary for us to walk 
in. May the ordinances of thy houſe be the joy of 
our hearts, that one day ſpent in thy courts, may be 
preferable to a .thouſand elſewhere. We bid thy 
ſabbath welcome; may it be a ſabbath to our hearts; 

a ſabbath of reſt from ſin, and reſt in God : an anti- 
cipation of that glorious and eternal fabbath, to be 
enjoyed in the church triumphant above. May our 
hearts, this day, be intently fixed on eternal things; 
. may thy word be a lamp unto our feet, and a light 
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unte our Sides) that we, REESE patience and comfort. : 
of the ſcriptures, may have hope. We beſeech thee, 

O Lord, to enlighten our eyes to ſee the wonders of 
thy law ; and to open our ears to hear the joyful 
ſound of ſalvation, of that life and immortality, which 

are brought to light by the goſpel. - Glory be to God 
in the higheſt, for in and through Jeſus Chriſt, there 
is peace on earth, and good will towards men. 0 


Lord, diſpoſe our hearts to receive inſtruction from 


thee, that we may not be unfruitful or forgetful 
hearers, but faithful doers of thy word; ſo that the 
great end and gracious deſign of thy appointed ſab- 
baths and ordinances may be anſwered 1 in and upon us. 


Aſſiſt thy miniſters this day; "ey 3 5 
ſervant whom thou haſt appointed to bleſs us in thy 


name, and to break the bread of life to our ſouls: let 


the heavenly dew of thy bleſſing attend the labour of 


thy ambaſſadors every where; that thy word may run 


and be glorified, ſo that ſinners may be converted unto 
thee, and ſubmit tothe gracious terms of reconciliation 


ROT in thy word. 


— 


O chou who canſt ſpeak as no man ſpeakelh, ſpeak 


to our hearts: open our underſtanding to receive the 


truth, both in the light and in the love of it; that we 
may enjoy more intimate union and fellowſhip with 


thee, who art the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh; and 


grant that the words of our mouth, and the meditation 
of our heart, may be acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord, 


our ſtrength and our Redeemer, | We 


> 


| Eh 
Wie adore and praiſe thee for all the bleſſin gs of thy 
providence; but above all, for the diſpenſation of thy 
grace to ſinners in Jeſus-Chriſt ; for the benefit of thy 
word, and the ordinances of thy worſhip; for the 
means of grace here, andthe hope of glory hereafter. . 
-— To thee, the Father of all mercies, the God of all 
grace, be rendered all praiſe, honour and glory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt ; in whoſe name and words we ſum up 
al mo Danny e F 88 A. 
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A PRAYER FOR A FAMILY oN 
5 SUN DAT EVENING. 


0 LORD, o our wk Father, ied ever- 
laſting God; whoſe glory the heaven of heavens can- 
not contain; look down from the throne of thy 
majeſty, and behold thy unworthy W ee Zi 
at the feet of rg) | | 5 


We are now met ca for the . al "RY 
bling ourſelves before thee, the God of heaven and 
earth, who deſerveſt all poſſible adoration and wor- 
ſhip, and who requireſt ſincerity at our hands; for 
the worſhip of the heart, and not of the lips only, 
is acceptable to thee, ho art to be POO OP. 
and in truth. 1 | 
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To ba name, and through the 8 ke 
and intercgilion of our adorable Mediator and Advo- 


cate, we, who are but duſt and aſhes, vile and pol- 
luted ſinners, preſume, once more, to draw near unto 
thee; confe fling our {ins and offences, acknowledg- 
ing our unworthineſs to addreſs the Lord of life and 
glory; and to offer unto him, this, our evening ſa- 


crifice. Thy glory, O Lord, is above all our thoughts; 
and thy mercies are over all thy works. Where thy 
glorious perfections check and forbid our approaches 
unto thee, thy gracious attributes do invite and en- 

courage our applications. Have mercy upon us, moſt 


merciful Father, for thy Son Jeſus Chriſt's lake, for- 


give us all our paſt ſins and provocations; and be 


graciouſly pleaſed to accept of our prayer and ſupplica- 


tion, through the mediation of thy ſon 'Jeſus Chriſt. 
Let our prayer, O Lord, be ſet forth before thee as 


incenſe, and the lifting up of our hands be as an even- 


ing ſacrifice. Thou didſt create us after thy own 
bleſſed image, in an holy and happy ſtate ; but we 


have made ourſelves vile and miſerable; have for- 


feited all thy favours, and rendered ourſelves odious 
in thy fight, Had not mercy prevailed over juſtice, 
had not thy patience and loving-kindneſs ſurmounted 


all our aggravated fins and provocations, we ſhould 


have been, long ago, juſtly cut off in our ſins, and 


hut up under final deſpair of thy mercy. But n 


haſt ſo far declared thy willingneſs to be reconciled to 
| "> thy 


RE * 127 1 5 5 
thy enemies, that thou haſt ſent thy only Son into the. 
world to ſave ſinners ; and that whoſoever believeth i in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting" life. 0 
Lord, we believe; help thou our unbelief: Give us 
that true repentance towards God, and that true and 
lively faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that we may be 
accepted in the beloved. Save us, O Lord, from the 
guilt, the dominion and the love of ſin here, that 
we may be | eternally ſaved from its direful conſe- 
quences hereafter, Teach and help us, for the time 
to come, to be more diligent and ſtedfaſt in our duty, 
and in thy ſervice ; to employ the talents thou haſt en- 
truſted us with, and to improve the gracious oppor- 
tunities we enjoy, to thy honour and ern as Ore 
as for our own future welfare, FE TH Wee 


Abe O Lora: our acl and thankſgiving For 
WT thy favours and bleſſings, both temporal and 
ſpiritual, which thou haft ſo freely and undeſervedly 
conferred upon us; and continued unto us, even to | 
the preſent hour. We bleſs thy name fof thoſe pe- 1 
culiar inſtances of thy diſtinguiſhed love and bene- 
N volence manifeſted unto us, both in the comforts 
and conveniencies of this life, as well as in the Jones 
a n e e e 13 1 Pen 
We aud lad adore. 7 5 divine Bach for the 
mercies We have experienced this day; that thy 
M 85 houſe 
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houſe has been opened 10 us, a that the ward of 
falvation has ſounded in our ears, whilſt thy Spirit 


ſtrived with our hearts. O that we may not receive 
che grace of God in vain, that all his mercies may 
not be loſt upon us; but may we be enabled thankfully 


to receive, and carefully to improve ſuch ineftimable 
privileges ; leſt, for our ingratitude, the Lord ſhould 
remove our, candleſtick,—take the goſpel of his king - 
dom from us, and give it to another people that 
e bring forth fruits more ag of it. 


* 


We praiſe thee, moſt a God, that our 


teachers are not hid in a corner, but have been ſow- 
ing the ſeed of eternal life, and have been watering 
it with heavenly inflruftion. Yet Paul may plant, 
and Apollos may water, but it is God alone who can 


give the increaſe, Let the gracious dew of heaven 


{ſucceed the labours of thy ſervants, that we may not 
be faithleſs, but believing; not like the barren fig- 


tree, but like a tree planted by the rivers of waters, 


bringing forth fruit in its ſeaſon, Thou haſt pro- 


miſed that thy word ſhall not return unto thee void, 


but ſhall proſper in the thing for which thou didſt 
ſend it: fulfill thy word unto thy ſervants, on which 
thou haſt cauſed us to hope, that we may not be like 


unto men beholding their natural face in a glaſs, who 
go their way and forget what manner of perſons they 
were: but enable us to walk ene. in thy 
e 


*- 


| | CF - 
paths, not as forgetful hearers, but doers of thy word 
Pardon, O Lord, our former inadvertency, our con- 
tempt of thy word and holy commandments: yea, 
pardon the iniquities of our holy things, and cleanſe 
us from ſuch defilements as Cleave to our beſt ſer- 
vices. Let the time paſt ſuffice that we have trampled. 
on thine ordinances, negle&ed thy ſabbaths, deſpiſed 
thy meſſengers, and done deſpight to the ſpirit of 
grace. Bleſs. us, O Lord, with the hearing ear, and 
the underſtanding heart. Open our ears to diſcipline, 
and ſeal inſtruction upon us; that when wiſdom. 
crieth in the ſtreets, and underſtanding lifteth up her 
voice, we may embrace the glad tidings, and ſearch for 
her as for hid treaſure, Vain, indeed, is the attempt, 
ſhould we preſume to bring any thing in our hands, 
as a title to thy mercy. We only plead the ſatis- 
faction and merits of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord; for his 
fake receive us graciouſly, for his ſake love us freely: 
And as he is gone up to heaven. on. purpoſe to pour 
down bleſſings upon his church, we: humbly beſeech 
a participation of his Spirit; and may the fruits thereof 
be in us, and abound towards us, that the luſt of the: 
fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life may 
be mortified and ſubdued day by day ; and may grace,, 
mercy, and peace be multiplied upon us continually... 


Theſe bleſſings. we implore, not only for ourſelves, 


but alſo i in behalf of all whom we ought to entreat thy 
: B. mercy. 


2 mT: 
mercy for, in our prayers and ſupplications. | Bring | 
nigh unto thee, O Lord, all thoſe that are yet afar off; 
- and make manifeſt the Savour of thy -knowledge i in 
every place. That ſuch as yet ſit in darkneſs and in 
the ſhadow of death, may ſee the light of thy truth, 
and partake of the joy of thy ſalvation.— Be gracious 
and favourable, in an eſpecial manner, to that part of 
thy church which thou haſt planted in this nation. 
Ariſe, O God, and plead thy own cauſe, and main- 
tain thy true and holy religion, which thou haſt ſo 
long and ſo wonderfully owned and aſſerted among us. 


A 6 


O thou by. whom kings reign and princes de- 
cree juſtice, vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, to bleſs and 
preſerve our gracious Sovereign, his Royal conſort, and 
their illuſtrious Offspring; that under their auſpicious 
patronage and protection, as well as of their deſcen- 
dants, thy true and holy religion may ever flouriſh* 
and abound. Bleſs alſo and direct all thoſe who are 
in authority among us both in church and ſtate; in- 
ſtruct and guide thy ambaſſadors, and teach our ſena- 
tors wiſdom, To all thy people give thy heavenly , 
grace, eſpecially to us, who are here met together in 
thy preſence, that we may be enabled to ſerve thee 
truly, in holineſs and righteouſneſs, all the days of our 
life. Be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs, direct, and go- 
vern all our abſent relations and friends in the way 
of thy commandments, that, with us, they may be 
12 e of * heavenly kingdom. And we moſt 
humhly 


„ 6 mL : 
wall beſeech thee of thy. 3 O Lord, to 
comfort, ſuccour, and relieve all thoſe, who in his 


tranſitory life are in. trouble, ſorrow,. * Lehen, 
or any er adverſity. | | = 
EF nally, we beſeech thee, 0 God, by che ordi-- 
nances of thy houſe, by all the diſpenſations of thy 
providence, and the manifeſtations of thy grace, to 
train us up in thy faith, fear, and love here, and ef- 
fectually to prepare us for thy worſhip and ſervice in 
heaven; thither may we be brought to behold thy 
face in righteouſneſs, there the ſabbath is perpetual ;: 
there the joy is eternal; there, and there alone, the 
cup of joy overflows; and none but the inhabitants 
themſelves can tell how bleſt the inhabitants are. 
May we, finally, join their number and their ſong, 
aſcribing to him ha ſits upon the throne and to the 
Lamb, equal honours, and endleſs praiſe and adora-- 
tion. : ESL ON 0 | 


To thy. merciful. protection, O Lord, we humbly 
commend ourſelves. this night; O thou good Shep- 
herd of Iſrael, who neither ſlumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, 
guard and defend our perſons, our dwellings and the. 
property thou haſt entruſted us with, for thy honour. 
and ſervice; and when the night of death arrives, 
2 we 1 A in Jeſus, * as to awake with 
NM. e The 


7 18) 


the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 10 love 
of God, and the fellowſhip of the A Ghoſt, be ;© 
with us all evermore. Amen. 3 
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HEAD 5 a FAMILY. 


O THOU High and Holy One 85 doſt inhabit 
eternity, the great Lord and Proprietor of the Uni- 
verſe, whoſe providence diſpoſes the - ſeveral ranks 
and orders of his creatures here on earth, and whoſe | 
word teaches us how to demean ourſelves in our re- 
ſpective ſtations. Tis thou, O God, who haſt made 

me the head of this houſe, and thy ſteward in this 
family: Lord, do thou teach and aſſiſt me to oc- 
cupy the ſtation thou haſt aſſigned me, and to diſ- 
charge the truſt thou haſt repoſed in me with up- 
rightneſs and fidelity, ſo as to become a pattern of 
what may be approved of by thee, and may devoutly 
adopt that laudable reſolution, As for me and ]. 


houſe, we will FJ the Lord, Grant, O heavenly Fa- 
ther, 


„ 127 N 


ther, that 1 no hypocrite or a profane Pert i tay dwell 


under my roof; and that neither fin, luſt, nor paſſion _ 


may defile my ſoul, ſo that others, by my vicious 
example, may be induced to countenance or encou- 
rage that which is evil; but as the eyes of ſervants - 
look unto the hand of their maſters, even ſo may my 
eyes conſtantly wait upon the Lord God of my health 


13 ang of * ſal vation. 


ap my ſpouſe be the mouse of Chriſt, my chil- 

. dren the children of the Moſt High, and my ſervants 
the ſervants of Jeſus. May all the members of my- 
family become the members of Chriſt's myſtical body; 
and true diſciples of an holy and lowly Maſter. May 
+ neither ambition nor paſſion prompt me to tyrannize 
over thoſe of my houſhold ; knowing that I alſo have 

a Maſterin heaven; to thom I muſt give an account, 
not only of my own conduct, but of thoſe likewiſe 
who are committed to my care, Let me never inſult 
over any that are under the yoke, but be kind and 
merciful, as my heavenly Father is merciful; always 
endeavouring to conſult and promote their temporal 
and ſpiritual welfare as fellow ſervants in his ſervice, 
with whom there is no reſpe& of perſons, 


Give me, O Lord, an o whderiinding Heat with 


that ] prudent conduct, that I may go in and out be- 
fore my * as one that is 1 of God, and 


truly 


& Wh : . N 128) : 
5 truly diſpoſed to promote thy honour and glory, as 
| well as the public welfare; being always perſuaded, 
that example is more prevalent than r . 2 
_ Bleſs, O Lord, my houſhold, I” make it a heal. 
hold of faith; preſerve i it from vice and ungodline ſs, 
and from all diſorders and dangers; and cauſe it to be 
a nurſery of virtue and piety, and of all that is ex- 
emplary and of good report. And grant that under 
thy protection and tuitien we may be ſo guided and 
directed in our reſpective offices and employments 
here, that when we ſhall be ſummoned to appear be- 
fore thy awful and impartial tribunal, we may be 
found together, at thy right hand; and be finally 
admitted to partake of, and enjoy the glorious ins 
heritance of the ſaints * Amen. 
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| O GOD, my 8 Father, thou haſt ama; 
me, and doſt preſerve me from day to day: 
yeach me to know * and incline my heart t to love 


wy) 


and obey thee. "As thy hands, 0 the" have made 
and faſhioned me, O give me underſtanding, that 2 
may learn thy commandments. ns 


In the Chuck, * 3 devoted and preſented 

unto thee, as thy Child; who am, by nature, a Child 
of wrath, as others; grant, O Lord, that I may be 
thine, by adoption and grace; and enable me man- 
fully to fight under thy banner againſt Sin, the World 
and the Devil; and to continue Chriſt's faithful ſol- 

dier and ſervant unto wy _ 8 . 


s # 


| I 8 thee, O Lord, that I "> been born of 
chriſtian parents, and in a chriſtian land: may not 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, nor the 
bad example of vicious children, who have not the 
ſear of God before their eyes, entice me to commit 
ſin, and to tranſgreſs thy holy laws; but give me 
grace to obey my parents, and to ſubmit to the good | 
counſel and advice of my teachers, Hy a | 
Grant that I may never bear malice, anger or 
hatred in my heart; neither ſpeak nor do any thing 
contrary to thy will and thy commandments, But as 


4 advance i in years, and grow in ſtature, may I, like 


my bleſſed Saviour, Increaſe in wiſdom, and grow in 
grace and vou with God and man; till I ſhall arriye 
unto 


( wo ) 


unto a perfect man, unto the tl of the faturs 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt; and be at * xxecived inte 
his heavenly SETS Amen. 


* 


* 


FOR A YOUNG PERSON. 


O LORD, wherewithal ſhall a young mas 


cleanſe his way, but by ruling himſelf after 


thy word: may thy word therefore be a lamp unto. 


my feet and a light unto my paths; guide and dire& 


me on my pilgrimage on earth, till I ſhall arrive into 
the glorious regions of immortality. Thou kind 
preſerver of my infant days, and bleſſed guide of my 5 
youth, give me thy grace to ſeek thee early; to re- 
member my Creator, and bear thy yoke in the days 


of my youth. Aſũſt me, freely to offer unto thee an 
acceptable morning ſacrifice, and to dedicate. the firſt 
fruits of my labour, and of thy bleſſings beſtowed 


upon me, to thy honour and ſervice. May thy wiſ- 


dom teach me how to eſcape all the ſnares, and avoid 
all the allurements which beſet my ſoul; and may 
thy 


» 


{ 


{ 
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treat me to repel all the attacks of the 
| "enemy, upon my heart; and to ſubdue the criminal 
5 propenſities of my corrupt and fallen nature. Create 


in me a conſtant diſtruſt of myſelf, an averſion to the 
company of the lewd, the profane, the wanton, and 


te vain; and a jealouſy of thoſe things to which I find 
myſelf vehemently inclined. Let no corrupt com- 
' munication proceed out of my mouth, neither fooliſh 


talking nor jeſting ; knowing that for every idle word 1 
muſt give an account in the day of judgment. Abſtain- 
ing from all appearance of evil, may lever be a lover 
and follower of ſuch as excell in piety and virtue, 
Grant, O Lord, that I may aſcribe unto thee the honour 
due unto thy name, by preferring always the know- 
ledge of thy truth, the ſenſe of thy love, and obſerv- 


ance of thy will, to all the pleaſures of fin and vani- 


ty. Convince me, that the beginning of fin, as well 
as of ſtrife, is as when one letteth out water. Teach 
me how ſoon fin will enſnare, how inſenfibly in- 
tangle, and how difficult it is to ſubdue evil tempers, | 


and avoid vicious habits, when once countenanced 


and indulged, Magnify thy power in my weakneſs ; 
and leave me not to myſelf, in the hands of my own 
counſel; but let thy Spirit be my perpetual monitor, 


guide and comforter, through thy word. Let no 


preſumptuous fin, no haughty or vain diſpoſition, 
have dominion over me; but help me, O my God, 


to mortify them all; ſo that I may advance in grace 


as I grow in nn; to make a n progreſs in the 
know. 
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knowledge, faith and conſolations of Chriſt Jeſus PRs 


Lord; z in whoſe early youth I ſee an example worthy 
of i imitation, and which I am commanded to follow. 


In all my ways may I ever acknowledge him ; and 
may my faith be directed by him, through and by 


whom I hope to be accepted, and ſafely conducted 
into thoſe glorious manſions where he is entered; and 
where he ever Iran to "make interceſſion for us. 


4 


FOR A SERV ANT. 


A Lmighty and Feen God, ho whos power 
all things were made, and by whoſe wiſdom 


they are. diſpoled and regulated in their various 


ranks and degrees: give me grace, moſt merciful 


Father, to ſubmit to thy ſovereign will; and let not 
the ſituation aſſigned me in this life, cauſe me to 
murmur and repine againſt. the wiſe diſpenſations of 
thy good providence, My bleſſed Saviour, though 
Lord of all, took upon him the form of a ſervant; 
and condeſcended even to the meaneſt offices for the 
ſervice of our ſouls: may I therefore contentedly 


bear my lot, knowing that whilſt J ſerve my fellow 


mortals 


- 


ever enabled to follow the things that make for peace, | 


Jorvant, enter Fo into the j Jo of thy Lord. Amen. 


1 „ faithfully, 1 MY os the 1 us 1though Z £ | i 5. 
bound to man, may be the Lord's freeman, Ib 
- will, o Lord, be done: for thou knoweſt beſt What 0:64 
| Nation may be moſt proper to thy creatures; in order:. 
to promote thy glory, as well as their future happi- 
"neſs, Grant, Oo Lord, whereſoever my lot ſhall fal. 
that my ſoul may proſper. Suffer me not to becom 
the ſervant of ſin; but to enjoy the liberty of thoſe 
whom Chriſt ſets frae: a liberty from the bondage of vj 
in, that I may chearfully , follow the ſteps of — 8 
heavenly Maſter, and run, With Patience, the racs 2 
that ĩs ſet before me. And do thou, O Lord, fit n me 
for and teach and aſſiſt me in, the ſervice te to which I — 
am called. Make me true and Faithful, dil igent bees 3 
obedient, in my calling; doing my duty, not with eye⸗- 
ſervice, as a man pleaſer, but in ſiriglenels of bear, 4 
fearing God. With chriſtian reſignation may I be $58 


as one that would be found faithful in thy ſight. + 
May thy bleſſing, moſt gracious God, attend all my * 
endeadours, that having rendered acceptable ſeryice _ 
here, both to God and man, I may hereafter be 
finally received by my gracious Judge and blefled * 

Redeemer, with a— Well done, thou good and faithful | 
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